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Shots may 
have been 
warning: Cops 

incident A shooting in 
Fairview last night may 
have been a message to the 
victims, says Const. Jeff 
Carr, spokesman for the 
Halifax Regional Police. 

The two men, aged 28 
and 40, were sitting in a 
car parked in the parking 
lot at 38 Vimy Ave. last 
night when another vehi¬ 
cle approached and the oc¬ 
cupants fired two or three 
shots before driving away. 
Neither man was injured. 

One victim left the scene 
and refuses to co-operate 
with police. The other will 
only provide limited infor¬ 
mation. It’s unclear if the 
shots were aimed at just 
one of the men or both. 

Carr says it’s difficult to 
say if Monday’s shooting 
was related to the recent 
shootings outside the IWK 
or the shooting of a 20- 
year-old Halifax man Satur¬ 
day. 

“Certainly, it would be a 
stretch to say they were 
someway linked. We’re not 

SUre.” METRO HALIFAX 


Surgeries under knife 

Capital Health cost-cutting measure sees schedule slashed for savings 



Patient attendant Michael Butler wheels a woman to a procedure at the Halifax Infirmary 
yesterday. Capital Health needs to cut costs in order to make up a $7-million deficit. 
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Capital Health will cut 
1,000 surgeries from its 
schedule as one of many 
measures to make up a 
$ 7 -million deficit. 

Reducing overtime, re¬ 
using medical equipment 
and fewer snacks on food 
trays are among other cost 
cutting steps being taken. 

The overall plan is to cut 
the $7 million by the end 
of the fiscal year with min¬ 
imal impact to patient 
care. 

The single biggest saving 
— $1.3 5-million — will 
come by cutting surgeries 
in half over three weeks. 

Usually, there’s one such 
slow-down week in March. 

Now there will be two 
and two more in February, 
dropping a total of 1,000 
surgeries. 

Emergency surgeries will 
still be provided. 


“Over the past two years, 
we have increased the 
number of surgeries here 


in Capital District. So, it 
will set us back, but we’re 
still doing 2,000 surgeries 


more than two years ago,” 
said chief of surgeries Dr. 
Jaap Bonjer. 


| Bonjer said the delay for 
fj individual patients would- 
| n’t be greatly affected, 
g There are more than 30 
| cost cutting measures and 
| some — such as shutting 
down the Dartmouth Gen¬ 
eral emergency room 
overnight — are being con¬ 
sidered if more cuts are 
necessaiy. 

Privatization of services 
is not currently being con¬ 
sidered. 

NSGEU President Joan 
Jessome said the slowdown 
in surgeries could have 
positive side effects be¬ 
cause it will give health¬ 
care workers more person¬ 
al time. 

Capital Health loses al¬ 
most $3 million each 
month between staff tak¬ 
ing sick days or stress leave 
and others taking over¬ 
time to cover their shifts. 
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Eyes of the nation on the Governor General 

Decision Maker 


Sports pg 10 


SMU intends 
to make bid 
for Vanier Cup 



Rock out in 
New York 


crisis Having spent the past 
week in a fluriy of hand¬ 
shakes and speeches, she is 
coming home to hole her¬ 
self up with books and ad¬ 
visers to grapple with a cri¬ 
sis that places the fate of the 
government in her hands. 

“It must be lonely in a 
way,” constitutional scholar 
Paul Thomas of the Univer¬ 
sity of Manitoba said of the 
enormous task facing Gov. 
Gen. Michaelle Jean as she 
returns to Ottawa today af¬ 
ter cutting short her four- 
country European tour. 

“I’m sure she has trusted 
confidants in her office, but 


at the end of the day, she 
has to sit down and ask her¬ 
self what’s the right thing 
to do in the national inter¬ 
est.” 

Her countiy will be 
watching — and judging — 
her answer to that question, 
and even history may never 
make up its mind whether 
she got it right. 

It appears increasingly 
likely Jean will face a re¬ 
quest from Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper to pro¬ 
rogue, or shut down, the 
current parliamentaiy ses¬ 
sion before opposition par¬ 
ties get the chance to kick 


• Michaelle Jean became Cana¬ 
da's 27th Governor General in 
September 2005. Jean was 
born in Port au Prince, Haiti. 
She immigrated to Canada 
with her family in 1968, fleeing 
the dictatorial regime of the 
time. She is fluent in five lan¬ 
guages: French, English, Italian, 

him out next week in the 
hopes of taking power with 
a coalition government. 

She has the power to re¬ 
fuse him — a power consti¬ 
tutional scholars and a for- 


Spanish and Creole. 

• An award-winning journalist, 
Jean worked for eight years 
with Quebec shelters for bat¬ 
tered women, while actively 
aiding in the establishment of 
a network of emergency shel¬ 
ters throughout Quebec and 
elsewhere in Canada. 

mer governor general say 
must be exercised with ex¬ 
treme caution, but nonethe¬ 
less remains important as 
she fulfils her duties to 
maintain stability. 


Before Jean makes up her 
mind she will consult with a 
number of discreet advisers 
— both an in-house legal 
team and academics and 
lawyers and others from a 
variety of fields and political 
leanings — who will help 
the former broadcast jour¬ 
nalist wade through a Con¬ 
stitution that is often am¬ 
biguous or even silent on the 
most complicated issues. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Canadian reaction to 
Ottawa drama ranges from 
glee to outrage at 
metronews.ca/canada 
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Province invests $2.5 million into tourism marketing 

The province is investing $2.5 million into niche marketing in the tourism industry. Bill Dooks, minister of Tourism, Culture 
and Heritage, made the announcement at a tourism conference in Halifax yesterday morning, metro Halifax 


3 



■S.i kJS 


Local 


Public workers make 23.1% more: Report 

When including benefits and wages, federal government employees are generally paid 41.7 per 
cent more than their private counterparts. A report by the Canadian Federation of Independent 
Business states government employees in Nova Scotia earn 23.1 per cent more than private 
workers, metro Halifax 


Coalition cabinet posts up in air 

MP Megan Leslie says opposition party leaders have yet to talk on individual posts 


“(Coalition talk) has not been about 
personalities, it’s been about the issues 
for stimulating the economy.” 

Halifax MP Megan Leslie 



for Metro Halifax 


Canada may have a new 
coalition government next 
week, and that has people 
wondering how many At¬ 
lantic Canadians will be in 
a new cabinet. 

Halifax’s rookie MP 
Megan Leslie has been a bit 
overwhelmed with it all — 
she doesn’t even have pens 
in her new office. She says a 


cabinet appointment isn’t 
on her radar. 

“This agreement has not 
once talked about individ¬ 
ual people,” she said. “It 
has not been about person¬ 
alities, it’s been about the is¬ 
sues for stimulating the 
economy.” 

But that doesn’t stop the 
speculation. There are three 
Atlantic Canadian cabinet 
ministers right now, one 
from each province except 
Newfoundland and Lab¬ 


rador, where the Tories 
were shut out last election. 

If the Liberals and NDP 
form a coalition, 18 cabinet 
posts will go to Liberals, 
with the remaining six go¬ 
ing to the NDP. 


Nova Scotia’s Scott Brison 
was minister of Public 
Works and Government 
Services in Paul Martin’s 
government, and chal¬ 
lenged for the Liberal lead¬ 
ership two years ago. 


Halifax West MP Geoff Re¬ 
gan also served in cabinet, 
holding the Fisheries and 
Oceans portfolio for three 
years. New Brunswick MP 
Dominic LeBlanc is chal¬ 
lenging for the Liberal lead¬ 
ership and may get consid¬ 
eration for a cabinet post. 

The current Liberal 
leader, Stephane Dion, has¬ 
n’t committed to appoint¬ 
ing the three leadership 
candidates. 

There will likely be a 


portfolio for Newfoundland 
and Labrador MP as well. 
The province is currently 
represented by Nova Sco¬ 
tia’s Peter MacKay. 

Jennifer Smith, a political 
scientist at Dalhousie Uni¬ 
versity says don’t count out 
a Nova Scotia MP taking one 
of the NDP seats. 

“Nova Scotians have been 
reliable NDP voters in feder¬ 
al elections since the break¬ 
through under Alexa McDo¬ 
nough,” Smith said. 


If united, can the 
opposition stand? 


Federal minister 'aware' of lobster-industry woes: Chisholm 


DEVIN STEVENS 

for Metro Halifax 


politics So the Liberals and 
the NDP turf the Tories, 
seize power, and enter into 
a coalition government 
with the Bloc Quebecois. 
What are the chances 
they’ll keep it all together? 

Political scientist Jen¬ 
nifer Smith says there are 
all kinds of questions. Who 
will lead the Liberals? How 
long will the Bloc Quebe¬ 
cois stay on board? Can the 
NDP and the Liberals work 
together? 

“Right now, they can all 
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get on board, they don’t 
like Minister (Jim) Flaher¬ 
ty’s economic statement,” 
Smith said. “The minute 
they assume office, they’re 
going to be inundated by a 
series of incredibly diffi¬ 
cult issues and decisions 
that will have to be made. 
They don’t even know now 
what they’re going to be.” 

Smith said Canada has 
never had a true coalition 
government. In other 
countries, there is usually 
one dominant party lead¬ 
ing the coalition, and an¬ 
other party with far fewer 
seats. 

This collation will have 
the Liberals’ 77 seats — 
one of the lowest totals in 
party history — and the 
NDP’s 37 seats, one of its 
best. 

Meanwhile, the Bloc has 
49 seats, meaning no party 
has clear-cut power. 

Plus, Smith wonders if 
Stephane Dion will hand 
over the reigns if he be¬ 
comes popular. 

“What if two months in¬ 
to it Canadians think he 
walks on water? He shows 
skills we never knew he 
had?” she said. 


fisheries In the wake of 
protests by Nova Scotia lob¬ 
ster fishermen, Nova Sco¬ 
tia’s fisheries minister met 
with his federal counter¬ 
part Monday to discuss the 
problem. 


Ron Chisholm recom¬ 
mended licensing regula¬ 
tion changes to federal 
minister Gail Shea. 

“Ms. Shea is aware of the 
serious issues facing the 
lobster industry in south¬ 


west Nova Scotia,” Chis¬ 
holm said. 

The meeting comes after 
most fishermen refused to 
take their boats out. One 
group also blocked two lob¬ 
ster shipments trying to 


board the Digby feriy. They 
say they can’t make money 
being paid only $3 a pound. 

Nova Scotia’s lobster in¬ 
dustry is worth about $400 
million a year. 
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Metro Centre A Blunt performance 


British singer-songwriter James Blunt performs at the Halifax Metro Centre last night. 
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IWK gift-donation deadline creeping closer 

If you're planning to drop off a gift for a kid at the IWK Health Centre (an unwrapped toy or donation), staff are asking you to get them 
in by Dec. 18. The donations are "essential" in making the holiday time special for patients and their families, metro news services 


Cop accused of theft still getting paid 

Problems with security tapes have postponed Rideout trial until January 


PAUL MCLEOD 
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A Halifax cop accused of 
multiple cases of theft will 
continue to be paid until 
at least January, thanks to 
technical difficulties. 


Police first started inves¬ 
tigating Const. Todd Ride¬ 
out, who’s been with the 
force two years, after a 
Lower Sackville store 
claimed he robbed them in 

July- 

A search of Rideout’s 
home allegedly found 


stolen property. He was 
suspended with pay, and 
now his court case has 
been delayed due to a 
problem with security 
tapes. 

Rideout claimed he 
bought the items from the 
Lower Sackville Kent store. 


Kent allegedly has a securi¬ 
ty tape of the day showing 
he never went through the 
checkout. Police have of¬ 
fered to show the tape to 
the prosecution, but the 
only system that can play 
the video is at the store. 

Defence attorney David 


Bright has argued that isn’t 
good enough, and the po¬ 
lice need to find a way to 
make him a copy. He said 
his client can’t enter a plea 
until that happens. 

The case has been put 
off until Jan. 15. Rideout 
faces three counts of theft 


under $5,000, two counts 
of possession of stolen 
property and one count of 
unsafe storage of a 
firearm. 
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Euthanized deer left for 
three days on private 
property by police 


“Sweeeeeeet! 
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NEW GLASGOW A local 
woman is angry that police 
euthanized a deer and 
dragged it onto her proper¬ 
ty early Saturday morning, 
where it stayed until mid¬ 
day Monday. 

Sharon MacLean was 
awakened shortly after 4 
a.m. Saturday when her 
daughter told her a young 
deer had been hit by a car 
near their Marsh Street 
home. A few minutes later, 
she jumped as she heard 
New Glasgow police offi¬ 
cers fire a shot. 

“I guess they were trying 
to put it out of its misery,” 
she said. 

But MacLean is furious 
that the animal was 
dragged onto her property 
into some trees and left 
there for three days. 

“It’s unsanitary, just to 
begin with,” said MacLean. 
“I have animals — if that 
poor baby deer had some 
kind of disease, they could 
bring it in to my kids.” 

New Glasgow Police 
Chief Delaney Chisholm 
said officers went to the 
scene after the driver of 
the vehicle contacted 
them. An officer shot the 
deer on the advice of the 
Department of Natural Re¬ 
sources. 

“The deer had a broken 
leg, and DNR requested, 


“I have animals — if 
that poor baby deer 
had some kind of 
disease, they could 
bring it in to my 
kids.” 

Sharon MacLean 

because of the injury that 
our officers put the deer 
down humanely,” he said. 

Police believed that the 
body would be picked up 
the next morning, and 
Chisholm wasn’t 
aware that the deer 
body hadn’t been re¬ 
moved — it was 
picked up around mid- 
day. 

“If they had made con¬ 
tact with us, we would 
have worked to expedite 
the situation,” he said. 

According to Allan Blinn, 
the area manager with the 
local DNR office, that’s no 
longer standard operating 
procedure. 

“Our policy, as far as 
dead animals goes, is that 
it stays where it is until 
normal business hours,” 
Blinn said. “If it’s lying in 
the middle of the road and 
creating a hazard, it’s then 
up to the Department of 
Transportation to remove 

it.” THE NEW GLASGOW NEWS 


News in brief 


CRASH Two people with seri¬ 
ous injuries were taken to the 
hospital after a four-car crash 
in Dartmouth yesterday. 

At about 330 p.m., the 
vehicles collided at the corner 
of Main Street and Ridgecrest. 
Two people fled the accident 
scene but were soon picked up 
by police. Police said yesterday 
afternoon they’re still investi¬ 
gating to determined how the 
crash occurred. 

MUGGING A 17-year-old man 
was robbed at knife point 
while jogging on Oldham Road 
on Monday night. At around 5 
p.m,. he was approached by a 
man who hit him over the 


head and took his wallet. The 
suspect is said to be around six 
feet tall and 200 pounds, with 
dark hair and a beard. He was 
wearing an orange hat and an 
old jacket. 

WITNESSES Cape Breton Traffic 
Services in North Sydney is 
looking for people who may 
have witnessed a crash on Nov. 
28. A small grey vehicle pulled 
an illegal U-turn into the CBRM 
Water Facility. This caused an¬ 
other vehicle to drive off the 
highway and become heavily 
damaged. Any witnesses can 
call Cape Breton Traffic Servic¬ 
es at (902) 794-5800. 
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NSP fined in worker's death 


Sydney Acknowledging no 
sentence would heal the 
hearts of Alfred Joseph 
Wrice’s family, a provincial 
court judge imposed a sen¬ 
tence on Nova Scotia Pow¬ 
er Inc. far short of what 
the Crown sought the inci¬ 
dent leading to the death 
of the 35-year-old Glace 
Bay man. 

Judge Anne Derrick sen¬ 
tenced the private utility 
to a total penalty of 
$43,750 — a $25,000 fine, 
$15,000 to fund three fall- 
prevention sessions by the 
Construction Safety Associ¬ 
ation, and a $3,750 victim 
surcharge. 

The Crown had sought a 
penalty in the range of 


$80,000 to $100,000, in¬ 
cluding a fine and public 
education component. The 
defence wanted a total 
penalty of $25,000. 

The matter went to trial 
for three days in June. 
When it resumed in Octo¬ 
ber, Nova Scotia Power 
changed its plea to guilty 
on a charge of failing to en¬ 
sure that a means of fall 
protection or equivalent 
level of safety was provid¬ 
ed at the workplace. 

Wrice was employed as a 
coal-handler at the Lingan 
generating station, con¬ 
trolling tripper units that 
deliver coal to the bunkers 
through 14-inch slot open¬ 
ings. He was working 


Repairs 


• Since Wrice’s death, the 
company has subsequently 
installed grates over the 
floor slots. 

alone — as was NSPI’s 
practice — on Dec. 4, 2004, 
and was noticed missing 
shortly after 1 p.m. when 
his hard hat was discov¬ 
ered on the floor. Just be¬ 
fore 10 p.m., his body was 
recovered in a coal bunker. 

Wrice’s family said noth¬ 
ing after court was ad¬ 
journed, but could be seen 
shaking their heads repeat¬ 
edly as Derrick read her de¬ 
cision. THE CAPE BRETON POST 


Sentencing delayed in alleged assault 


court One of the teens ac¬ 
cused of violently beating a 
14-year-old girl and locking 
her in a freezer will have 
to wait another day to be 
sentenced. 

The man, 17 at the time 
of the alleged attack, had 


not read his pre-sentence 
report when he showed up 
at Halifax provincial court 
Tuesday. 

The sentencing has been 
delayed until Dec. 16. 

In June, a group of teens 
allegedly dragged the girl 


by her hair, kicked and 
punch her, beat her with 
a mop handle, burnt her 
with cigarettes, threw her 
down the stairs, and 
locked her inside a freez¬ 


er. 
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Woman attacked 
with frying pan 
in home break-in 

BREAK-AND-ENTER A 47-year- 
old woman was seriously 
injured when she was at¬ 
tacked with a frying pan 
on Monday night. 

The two suspects, a 42- 
year-old man and a 29- 
year-old woman who were 
known to the victim, 
broke into her Dutch Vil¬ 
lage Road apartment 
through an unlocked door. 

They have been charged 
with breaking and enter¬ 
ing, assault with a weapon 
and aggravated assault, 
were set to appear in court 
Tuesday morning. 
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18-year-old 
brought down 
from overpass 
by cops, RCMP 

amherst A young male was 
escorted to hospital by po¬ 
lice after a tense 45 min¬ 
utes of standing on the 
edge of a Trans-Canada 
Highway overpass on Mon- 
day. 

Smoking one cigarette 
after another, the unidenti¬ 
fied 19-year-old stood on 
the overpass’s outside edge 
with Highway 2 below. As 
many motorists looked on, 
the man would periodical¬ 
ly remove an electronic de¬ 
vice from his pocket, oper¬ 
ate it for a minute, before 
putting it back. 

“We got the call around 
10:08 a.m. from someone 
concerned about the safety 
of an individual in town,” 
said Amherst Police Staff 
Sgt. Scott White. 

For nearly an hour, offi¬ 
cers from the Amherst Po¬ 
lice Department stayed on¬ 
scene, with two of the offi¬ 
cers communicating with 
the man. 

Once the RCMP arrived, 
the two departments 
planned how to remove 
him from the overpass 
without injury. 

The man will likely not 
be charged, but will proba¬ 
bly undergo a psychiatric 
assessment, the RCMP 
said. 

AMHERST DAILY NEWS 
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Teens to create youth Heart and Stroke walking program 

Eight teens from across the province — including four from HRM — were picked to help the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Nova Scotia 
develop a youth walking program. They were chosen from a contest where only eight submissions were received. metro Halifax 
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A family’s hope and despair 

Maher Arar's wife, Monia Mazigh, recounts her experience 


STEPHEN CLARE 

for Metro Halifax 


Monia Mazigh insists that 
while she may have forgiv¬ 
en, she has not forgotten. 

“I would not say that we 
are bitter,” she says about 
the wrongful 2002 deporta¬ 
tion — and subsequent tor¬ 
ture — of her husband Ma¬ 
her Arar. 


“Sure, it 
might have 
been easier 
for us as a 
family to just 
disappear 
from sight af¬ 
ter eveiy- 
thing was 
done. Howev¬ 
er, we have 
chosen instead to use the 
experience to better edu¬ 
cate the public and give 
back in whatever way we 
can.” 

Mazigh, who spoke last 
night to a large audience at 
Saint Maiy’s University, met 
with the Halifax media yes¬ 
terday to promote her book 
about the injustice, Hope 
and Despair: My Struggle to 


“What they haven't 
heard is how it 
affected us as a 
family and how my 
two children and I 
coped..." 

Monia Mazigh 


Free My Husband, Maher 
Arar. 

And while the work does 
well to recount the logis¬ 
tics and chronology of her 
husband’s ordeal, Mazigh 
says she didn’t write the 
book for that reason. 

“Many people across the 
country, and around the 
world, know my husband’s 
stoiy. What they haven’t 

_heard is how 

it affected us 
as a family 
and how my 
two children 
and I coped 
with the situ¬ 
ation.” 

To that end, 
she adds, writ¬ 
ing the book 
was a form of 
therapy. “There was veiy lit¬ 
tle time or energy for me to 
process the experience as it 
was unfolding. This was, 
perhaps, my way of identi¬ 
fying and working through 
the many conflicting emo¬ 
tions that I felt during that 
time and have felt since 
then.” 

Mazigh admits that her 
whirlwind book tour of the 



Monia Mazigh, left, and her husband Maher Arar are shown 
in Ottawa in this January 2004 file photo. 


region has been rewarding. 

“I have been to Halifax 
twice before, and I have 
made some good friends 
here,” she says. “Having 
grown up by the sea in 


Tunisia, I know the power it 
has to heal the spirit and re¬ 
fresh the soul. I hope to 
bring my children and hus¬ 
band here during the sum¬ 
mer.” 


Pharmacare ‘costly 
patchwork' for Canadians 




KAMI A CREELMAN 

for Metro Halifax 


health care Nova Scotia’s 
“patchwork” drug plan is 
ripping at the seams. 

Jim Cox of Halifax got a 
job, only to lose his drug 
plan. His anti-psychotic 
medications were covered 
when he was on social as¬ 
sistance, but not when he 
entered the workforce. 

“A lot of people on assis¬ 
tance in Nova Scotia ... 
need their meds to stay 
well enough to work, but 
are denied them when 
they do,” Cox testified at a 
series of public hearings 
last year about Canadians 
struggling to pay for med¬ 
ication. 

Bill Swan of Halifax 
forks out $150 to $200 a 
month for asthma drugs. 
It’s a pre-existing condi¬ 
tion, so no insurance. 

“I got so angry that I 
stopped taking the drugs 
and then I had to be ad¬ 
mitted to hospital,” Swan 
told the hearings. 

Nova Scotia Citizens’ 
Health Care Network, 
with the Canadian 
Health Coalition and oth- 


“A lot of people on 
assistance in Nova 
Scotia... need their 
meds to stay well 
enough to work, but 
are denied them 
when they do." 

Jim Cox 

er health coalitions across 
Canada, released a report 
yesterday about the hear¬ 
ings. 

Canada’s Pharmacare is 
“a costly patchwork full of 
holes that is designed to 
exclude rather than in¬ 
clude people,” the report 
says. 

The young, the chroni¬ 
cally sick, the old and the 
poor are falling through 
these holes, according to 
the report. 

Nova Scotia needs the 
national, universal drug 
plan the report advocates, 
said Ian Johnson of Nova 
Scotia Citizens’ Health 
Care Network. 
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Olympic security going to sea? 

RCMP are again looking to use cruise ships to house security officers during the 2010 Vancouver 
Olympics, even though their first attempt at such a plan fell apart amid a cost dispute, reuters 


Canada 



Williams to stay neutral 


1 


Newfoundland and Labrador Premier Danny Williams, left, said yester¬ 
day he plans to stay neutral in Ottawa’s political battle in which the Lib¬ 
erals and NDP have declared their intention to form a coalition govern¬ 
ment. Williams said he would work with the prime minister regardless 
of party, but the opposition coalition has every right to topple and re¬ 
place the Stephen Harper government. 


SOURCE: CBC NEWS ONLINE 


Harper declares PR war 



Prime Minister Stephen Harper receives a standing ovation from his caucus during question period 
in the House of Commons on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, yesterday. 


Media mogul Ted 
Rogers dead at 75 

Toronto Ted Rogers, who 
headed a North American 
broadcasting, publishing 
and telecoms conglom¬ 
erate, has died, Rogers 
Communications said yes¬ 
terday. He was 75. 

Rogers, who was hospital¬ 
ized in late 
October for 
an existing 
heart condi¬ 
tion, died at 
his home in 
Toronto. 

“Though 
Ted was re¬ 
lentless in 
business and building this 
company over the years, he 
was also veiy much a family 
man,” said Phil Lind, 

Rogers’ vice-chairman, who 
worked with the founder 
for almost 40 years, reuters 


Video: The life and legacy 
of Ted Rogers at 
metronews.ca/canada 


Conservative Prime Minis¬ 
ter Stephen Harper 
launched an all-out public 
relations war on his united 
opposition yesterday. 

Fighting for his political 
life, Harper has given the 
nod to pep rallies, an adver¬ 
tising blitz and speeches by 
ministers to sway public 
opinion in his favour. 

Harper faces almost cer¬ 
tain defeat if a vote on an 
opposition motion of non¬ 
confidence goes ahead as 
scheduled on Monday. The 
Conservatives are consider¬ 
ing a dramatic move to ask 
Gov. Gen. Michaelle Jean, 
who returns to Ottawa to¬ 
day after cutting short a Eu¬ 
ropean state visit, to discon¬ 
tinue — “prorogue” — the 
40th Parliament as early as 
tomorrow to avoid the vote. 

The Prime Minister led 
the way yesterday in calling 


a proposed NDP-Liberal 
coalition that wants to re¬ 
place him “undemocratic” 
and a threat to national uni¬ 
ty. 

He derided it for handing 
the balance of power to 


“separatists” — an accusa¬ 
tion his rivals mocked, cit¬ 
ing Harper’s own govern¬ 
ment’s reliance on the Bloc 
Quebecois to pass two budg¬ 
ets in the past. 

Conservatives have been 


shocked at the speed of 
events, but, for now, they’re 
rallying behind their leader. 

“A national televised ad¬ 
dress would be a great idea” 
for Harper to do, said one 
Conservative MP. “Real and 


Poll 

Uncomfortable with Dion 

• An Angus Reid poll re¬ 
leased yesterday found 
that 64 per cent of Canadi¬ 
ans would not be comfort¬ 
able with Stephane Dion 
becoming prime minister. 


abject humility is an even 
better idea.” 

However, none was in evi¬ 
dence from Harper — or his 
critics — yesterday. In one 
of the most ferocious ques¬ 
tion periods since those 
that followed the 1995 Que¬ 
bec sovereignty referen¬ 
dum, Liberal Leader 
Stephane Dion and Harper 
savaged each other over 
which leader could lay 
claim to a democratic man¬ 
tle. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 





A TRIP FOR 2 

TO AUSTRALIA 



THIS GREAT AUSTRALIAN 
ADVENTURE INCLUDES: 

2 Aussie AirPass tickets on 
Oantas Airways 

12 nights in Sydney, 
Melbourne, The Great Barrier 
Reef and Kangaroo Island 


m etron e ws.ca/Au j j a 

Enter every week for more chances to WIN! 




Qantas 
Vacations 

The Best Downunder! 


'AfTZlS Aws-uli* .com 
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No purchase necessary. Contest open to all Canadian residents of legal age. Contest closes December 10, 2008. Approximate 
retail value of prize is $10,000. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit 
www.metronews.ca/australia 



Greens May be in 


politics The Green party 
may have a role to play in a 
proposed coalition govern¬ 
ment aimed at replacing 
the minority Conserva¬ 
tives, Leader Elizabeth May 
said yesterday. 

The opposition Liberals 
and New Democrats agreed 
on Monday to form a coali¬ 
tion, while the separatist 
Bloc Quebecois pledged to 
support them for at least 
18 months. The three par¬ 
ties want to unseat Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper’s 
Conservatives at the first 
opportunity, accusing the 
government of mis¬ 
managing the eco¬ 
nomic crisis. 

The Green party, 
which has no 
elected mem¬ 
bers in Parlia¬ 
ment, fully sup¬ 
ports the al¬ 
liance. 

May 

said she 
has 
been 
in dis¬ 


cussions with Liberal 
Leader Stephane Dion over 
what role the party might 
play in the coalition. 

“The Greens have been 
seeking a way to be in the 
House of Commons and in 
Parliament. The Senate is 
an important part of Parlia¬ 
ment,” she told reporters at 
a news conference. 

When asked if she would 
accept an appointment to 
the unelected Senate, May 
said: “That’s a hypothetical 
possibility. There are many 
hypothetical possibilities, 
including that I 
wouldn’t be in the 
Senate. 

“But we’ve 
had discussions, 
including 

many aspects of 
how the Greens 
could play a role, 
including the 
Senate, hy¬ 
potheti¬ 
cally.” 

REUTERS 



Public’s reaction 
to coalition varied 

government Canadians re¬ 
acted with surprise, confu¬ 
sion and sometimes 
vitriolic anger yesterday 
over the political chaos that 
has suddenly gripped the 
country’s normally staid 
federal government. 

Less than two months af¬ 
ter a federal election, the 
nation faced the prospect 
of the prime minister being 
ousted in favour of an 
opposition coalition. 

The Liberals, New 
Democrats and Bloc Quebe¬ 
cois say they have lost con¬ 
fidence in the minority gov¬ 
ernment and have asked 
the governor general to let 
them form a coalition gov¬ 
ernment, a move unseen in 
Canadian history. 

“Is it legal? Where are we 
headed as a nation? I have 
lots of questions about our 
current political state of af¬ 
fairs,” said Bonny Jung, a 
Toronto-area resident who 
voted for the Liberals in the 
Oct. 14 election. 

“It’s almost like child’s 

play.” REUTERS 


News in brief 


BAILOUT The need to help the 
auto industry and preserve 
400,000 jobs has Premier Dalton 
McGuinty calling for a res¬ 
olution to the political crisis in 
Ottawa. McGuinty has been 
working closely with Stephen 
Harper on an aid package for 
the automakers. 


SAFETY Greyhound will tighten 
security at its main Canadian 
bus terminals, including screen¬ 
ing passengers with hand-held 
metal detectors, the company 
said yesterday. The rules come 
four months after a passenger 
was beheaded on a bus near 
Portage La Prairie, Man. 


THAILAND Two Canadians were 
killed and three injured late 
Monday when their van crashed 
on the way to catch a flight out 
of Thailand. Canadian Foreign 
Minister Lawrence Cannon has 
said around 1,000 Canadians 
are affected by upheaval in Thai¬ 
land. METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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Blame the boomers 


Is it any wonder why our kids turned out this way? 


LifeCycle 


Denise V 
Rudnicki 


drudnicki@gmail.com 


f youth is wasted on 
the young, then maybe 
love is, too. How else to 
explain yet another 
young woman selling 
her virginity on the web, 
or the blogs, books and TV 
shows promoting starter 
marriages? 

I was talking to a young 
friend about relationships. 
I wondered how she meets 
guys. 

Do she and her friends 
go to bars? “Oh no,” she 
said. She and her friends 
might go to bars to meet a 
guy for a one-night fling 
but to find a meaningful 
relationship, they go on¬ 


line. 

And what do they do, I 
asked, once they’ve found 
these meaningful relation¬ 
ships. Do they marry? 

“Lol,” she said. Why would 
they marry? Why bother? 

My generation is to 
blame for this laissez-faire 
attitude toward love and 
commitment. 

We raised ^“ 

kids with an My generation is 


one is better or smarter or 
more talented than they 
are. 

We let them think they 
need a $500 prom dress 
when they graduate Grade 
8, that their self-esteem de¬ 
pends on the latest techno¬ 
logical gadget and that 
thong underwear is per¬ 
fectly accept- 


attention span to blame for this 

of about three . . £ . 

laissez-faire 


attitude toward 
love and 
commitment. 


minutes, with 
a pick and 
choose atti¬ 
tude toward 
life, who se¬ 
lect a career 
based on how much vaca¬ 
tion time it gives them, 
who think happiness and 
success are a right, and 
who blame everyone but 
themselves when they are 
unhappy or fail. 

We raised them to be¬ 
lieve they are the centre of 
the universe and that no 


able for pre- 
teens. 

We 

thought we 
were pro¬ 
tecting them 
when we 
taught them 
about good 
touch/bad 

touch, but we let them 
loose in an Internet world 
that treats sex like a vi¬ 
cious recreational pastime. 

We taught them that it’s 
OK to flee a marriage and 
bust up a family because 
one or the other of their 
parents isn’t “happy.” 

Don’t worry, we still love 


you, and here’s a trip to Ja¬ 
maica to prove it, but gotta 
go ’cause I’ve been unhap¬ 
py for years. 

This generation views di¬ 
vorce as an acceptable so¬ 
cial trend. 

Yet they’ve also been 
raised to believe if they’re 
going to marry, they have 
to do it in the style and 
with the budget of royalty. 

We raised a generation 
of kids from broken 
homes, egomaniacs with 
poor self-esteem, con¬ 
sumers always on the 
prowl for new and im¬ 
proved products, people 
who go to clubs for casual 
sex and who look to Inter¬ 
net sites to find a meaning¬ 
ful relationship that does¬ 
n’t include marriage. 

For this generation, 
maybe love is a dish best 
served cold. 


Denise Rudnicki is a West Coast-based writer, 
communications executive and journalism in¬ 
structor at Royal Roads University. 


Word on the street: Will you be giving money to a Christmas charity this year 
despite the global economic downturn? 



Shafin 

Karim 

age 38 , 
Vancouver 

A: It's even 
more important 
right now with 
the economy 
the way it is. 
Were all kind of 
in the same 
boat. 


David 

Sistilli 

age 21 , 

Vaughan, Ont. 

A: Yes, probably. 
Because any 
money will help. 
It doesn't have 
to be $100 or 
$500, but every 
little bit makes a 
difference. 


Donna 

Phillips 

age 42 , Truro 

A: Yes, but we 
don't do it dur¬ 
ing a specific 
season. We give 
over the year to 
certain charities 
that we support. 


Yes: 25 % 
No: 7 % 
Don't know: 
68 % 


Sign up to give 
your feedback 
at: 

metrolifepanel.ca 


Sophie 

Murphy 

age 22 , 
Dartmouth 

A: I would say 
yes, because of 
economic crisis, 
people have 
needs that need 
to be met. 


Graham 

Hart 

age 21 , 
Dartmouth 

A: I definitely 
plan on giving 
to charity, prob¬ 
ably in the form 
of donating 
time for charity. 


Metro Life 
Panel 

Results from 
the Canadian 
Metro Life Pan¬ 
el (357 respon¬ 
dents): 



HE STARTED IT! 


Letters 


Harper has made a believer 
out of some in Canada 


Why can’t we just give the 
Conservatives a chance to 
rule the country and see 
what happens? Why can’t 
we just give Mr. Harper 
some trust, some time and 
the respect he deserves as a 
prime minister elected by 
the people? 

It seems that Mr. Dion is 
still not accepting his de¬ 
feat and is trying to save 
his own face — no matter 
what it takes, no matter 
how against the values of 
the people, his party, and 
the country. If another 
election is unavoidable, I 
believe Mr. Harper will still 
be our prime minister. 

YAN ZHOU, 
TORONTO, ONT 

Put away your partisan ways 
and put the economy first 


It is sickening to watch the 
eyes of opposition leaders 
in Ottawa aglow with arro¬ 
gant greed for power at a 
time when the countiy can 
least afford it. 

The prospect of a coali¬ 
tion with Stephane Dion as 
prime minister, Jack Lay- 
ton as finance minister, 
where the Bloc Quebecois, 
a party dedicated to the 
breakup of Canada, would 
hold the hammer is worri¬ 


some indeed. Come now 
you elected officials, your 
performance of late is like 
a five-year-old having a 
temper tantrum. Please 
shed your diaper-stage per¬ 
formances, drop your par¬ 
tisanship and start tack¬ 
ling the task at hand: A de¬ 
teriorating economy. 

GERTIE POOL, 
ABBOTSFORD, B.C. 

Opposition leaders are 
embarrassing Canadians 

“I am a Canadian, free to 
speak without fear, free to 
worship in my own way, 
free to stand for what I 
think right, free to oppose 
what I believe wrong, or 
free to choose those who 
shall govern my country. 
This heritage of freedom I 
pledge to uphold for my¬ 
self and all mankind” — 
John Diefenbalcer, from 
the Canadian Bill of Rights, 
July 1, 1960. The steps tak¬ 
en by the opposition lead¬ 
ers should embarrass 
Canadians. This is not 
what we voted for only six 
short weeks ago. It is an 
obvious attempt at a pow¬ 
er-grab and should not be 
allowed by the Governor 
General. The only thing 
this is going to accomplish 
is more economic instabili¬ 
ty. TANYA KIENEKER 

OTTAWA, ONT 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: halifaxletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Possible replacements for Clinton’s senate spot include her husband 

New York Gov. David Paterson has famous names to choose from in picking a replacement for Senator Hillary Clinton, including a Kennedy, a Cuomo and even an¬ 
other Clinton - as in the former president of the United States. Speculation over Bill Clinton, while intriguing, is largely dismissed as politically impractical. Reuters 


World/Business 


U.S. looks to ease tensions 


U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice flew to 
New Delhi yesterday hop¬ 
ing to ease tension 
between India and 
Pakistan that has surged 
over the Mumbai attacks 
and put U.S. counterterror¬ 
ism efforts in the region 
at risk. 

The three-day rampage 
by 10 Islamist gunmen in 
India’s financial capital 
last week stoked long¬ 
standing Indian suspicions 
that Pakistan is unwilling, 


or unable, to stop militants 
on its soil from attacking 
India. 

Rice cut short a European 
tour to go to India to meet 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh, who is under elec¬ 
tion-year pressure to craft a 
muscular response to oppo¬ 
sition criticism that his rul¬ 
ing Congress party is weak 
on security. 

On Monday, India re¬ 
newed a longstanding de¬ 
mand for custody of about 
20 fugitives it believes are 


hiding in Pakistan. 

Officials said the list in¬ 
cludes Dawood Ibrahim, a 
Mumbai underworld boss 
blamed for 1993 bombings 
in Mumbai that killed 250, 
and Maulana Masood 
Azhar, a Pakistani Muslim 
cleric freed from jail in In¬ 
dia in exchange for passen¬ 
gers on a hijacked jet. 

Indian Foreign Minister 
Pranab Mulcherjee said 
militaiy action was not be¬ 
ing considered, but later 
warned a peace process be¬ 


gun in 2004 was at risk if 
Pakistan did not act deci¬ 
sively. 

His Pakistani counter¬ 
part offered a joint probe 
to find the militants re¬ 
sponsible for the killing 
spree in Mumbai in which 
183 people were killed. 

“We don’t want to do 
anything in haste. We 
don’t want to do anything 
that fuels confrontation,” 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi 

Said. REUTERS 


Croatian cops arrest 
Facebook activists 


civil rights Croatian police 
have detained and ques¬ 
tioned web activists who 
are criticizing or ridiculing 
the government, media 
and the opposition say, ac¬ 
cusing authorities of vio¬ 
lating basic civil rights. 

Media said yesterday po¬ 
lice had detained organiz¬ 
ers of a group on Face- 
book, the online social-net¬ 
working site, which called 
an anti-government rally 
in several towns, including 
the capital Zagreb, for Fri¬ 
day. The group has more 
than 80,000 members. 


“For the first time since 
the 1990s, Croatia is start¬ 
ing to enforce repression 
against its citizens who 
want to freely express 
their political stands,” Na- 
cional weekly said. 

It said police had arrest¬ 
ed a co-ordinator of the 
protests in the Adriatic city 
of Zadar. Business.hr news 
website said police had de¬ 
tained and questioned an¬ 
other activist in Zagreb, 
who had been posting 
protest posters on bill¬ 
boards in the capital. 

REUTERS 


Venezuela Opposing Chavez 

.« #7 a 



Opposition supporters hold a banner depicting national hero Si¬ 
mon Bolivar as they protest against Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez's proposal of constitutional change in Caracas yesterday. 
Chavez is gambling his future on a referendum to change the 
constitution so he can run for re-election. 


Vs'cb: 


NOVA SCOTIA 

Transportation and 
Infrastructure Renewal 


HALIFAX - 

Regional Municipality 


PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

There will be a public consultation session for a new interchange on 
Highway 102 (Bicentennial Highway) at Larry Uteck Boulevard, 
between Kearney Lake Road (Exit 2) and Hammonds Plains Road (Exit 
3). A recommended layout has been developed and will be presented 
at the session. Staff from the Department of Transportation and 
Infrastructure Renewal and the Halifax Regional Municipality will be 
available to answer questions. 


Wednesday, December 3, 2008 
Beaubassin School 
54 Larry Uteck Boulevard, Halifax 
Doors open at 6:00 pm 
Presentation at 6:30 pm 
Informal open house from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

For more information, please contact CBCL Limited 
(Michael MacDonald) at 492-6740 
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Business 


Oilsands threaten to kill 
millions of birds: Study 


A coalition of North Amer¬ 
ican environmental 
groups says the develop¬ 
ment of Canada’s oilsands 
region threatens to kill as 
many as 166 million birds 
over the next five decades 
and is calling for a morato¬ 
rium on new projects in 
the region. 

The coalition, which in¬ 
cludes the Natural Resourc¬ 
es Defence Council (NRDC), 
the Boreal Songbirds Initia¬ 
tive and the Pembina Insti¬ 
tute, say petroleum-extrac¬ 
tion projects in the oil-rich 
region of northern Alberta 
are a threat to migratory 
birds and the boreal forest 
they rely on. 

Their study concluded 
that development of the oil¬ 
sands, would be fatal for six 
million to 166 million birds 
because of habitat loss, 


shrinking wetlands, accu¬ 
mulation of toxins and oth¬ 
er causes. 

The solution, the groups 
say, is to halt new projects 
in the oilsands and to clean 
up existing facilities. They 
are also calling for strength¬ 
ened regulations to protect 
Canada’s vast boreal, or 
northern, forest and for Al¬ 
berta, whose government 
has backed oilsands devel¬ 
opments, to prove the re¬ 
source can be exploited 
without serious environ¬ 
mental harm. 

The report estimates 
about half of North Ameri¬ 
ca’s migratory birds nest in 
the boreal forest and be¬ 
tween 22 million and 170 
million birds breed in areas 
that could be subject to oil¬ 
sands development. 


News in brief 


DISEASE The death toll from 
Zimbabwe's worst recorded 
cholera epidemic has risen to 
nearly 500, the World Health 
Organization said yesterday, in 
a sign of the rapidly deepening 
crisis. The spread of cholera is 
normally a preventable and 
treatable disease. reuters 


TSX ndex 
sent on wild 
see-saw ride 

markets The S&P/TSX 
composite index ended a 
see-saw session lower yes¬ 
terday as news that insurer 
Manulife Financial will is¬ 
sue new stock offset rally¬ 
ing energy shares after 
talk of a takeover of Nexen 
Inc. 

The tug-of-war left the 
index up 120 points then 
down 186 points before 
closing down 78.40 points, 
or 0.93 per cent, at 
8,327.81. REUTERS 


n brief 


BAILOUT James Arnett, a high- 
profile lawyer with corporate¬ 
restructuring experience, was 
named late Monday as special 
adviser on the auto sector by 
the federal and Ontario provin¬ 
cial governments. He will help 
evaluate the condition of the 
auto industry and its future. 

AUTOS U.S. automakers sharp¬ 
ened their pleas for a govern¬ 
ment lifeline yesterday as over¬ 
haul plans were submitted to 
Congress. Ford asked for a $9 
billion US credit line, while GM 
asked for $12 billion US in 
loans and another $6 billion US 
in a credit line. reuters 


Do You Smoke? 
Not Ready to Quit? 

What would happen to your 
smoking if you took CHAMPIX? 
Help us find out! 





Capital Health 


Call Laurie, at QEII smoking cessation research: 


5790 University Ave, Room B30 
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Phelps named Si’s sportman of the year 

U.S. swimmer Michael Phelps was honoured as Sports lllustrated’s sportsman of the year yesterday. Phelps broke Mark Spitz's record with eight 
gold medals at the Beijing Olympics in August and became the winningest Olympian ever with his 14 career victories, metro news services 
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Sports 


Avery suspended for comment 



The NHL suspended former Cole Harbour resident Sean Avery, left, of the Dallas Stars before 
last night’s game in Calgary due to lewd comments made regarding his former girlfriend, 
actress Elisha Cuthbert, and her current boyfriend, Flames defenceman Dion Phaneuf. “I just 
want to comment on how it’s become like a common thing in the NHL for guys to fall in 
love with my sloppy seconds,” Avery said yesterday. The suspension is reportedly indefi¬ 
nite, pending a hearing with NHL commissioner Gary Bettman. metro news services 


SPORTS/S) METRONEWS.CA 


Crosby wins 
first star of 
the week 

nhl Pittsburgh Penguins 
centre Sidney Crosby of 
Cole Harbour was named 
NHL’s First Star for the 
week 

ending No¬ 
vember 30 
and goal- 
tenders 
Jonas Hiller 
of Anaheim 
and Chris 
Mason from 
St. Louis 
joined him 
on the Three Stars list. 

Crosby led all NHL scor¬ 
ers this past week with 
nine points on six goals 
and three assists as the 
Penguins went 2-1-0 in 
that time. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 

Giants suspend 
Burress 4 games 

nfl The New York Giants 
suspended wide receiver 
Plaxico Burress four games 
and placed him on the re¬ 
serve/non-football injury 
list, officially ending his 
season. 

Burress recently surren¬ 
dered to authorities and 
was arraigned on a pair of 
weapons charges 
stemming from an 
accidental shooting Friday 
night. The wide receiver 
was shot in the right thigh 
and spent time at a New 
Yorlc-area hospital. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 



Sidney Crosby 


Blue Jays have a tough day 



t hit the Blue Jays’ front 
office about as hard as a 
Roy Halladay fastball to 
the jaw. 

As first reported at 
metronews.ca after noon 
yesterday, Canada’s MLB 
franchise laid off about 40 
employees on what surviv¬ 
ing members of the front 
office have labelled Black 
Tuesday. 

“So much for happy holi¬ 
days,” a Blue Jays source 
lamented. “A big chunk of 
the sales staff has been laid 
off. It’s a veiy, veiy, very sad 
day. A morbid day. We’re 
seeing a lot of tears here (at 
the Rogers Centre). First, 
we came into the office to 
the news that our owner 
(Ted Rogers) just died. And 
then the layoffs. I guess this 
day will go down for the 
rest of time as Black Tues¬ 
day for the Jays.” 

A number of divisions 
within the Rogers corpora¬ 
tion were affected by the 
downsizing. It’s yet another 
lousy sign of the times. Dev¬ 
astating economy. Reces¬ 
sion. Dismal exchange rate. 
Misery. Lost jobs. 

The Jays are the first 


sports organization in 
Canada to demonstrate 
their troubles with massive 
layoffs. 

Sources who know about 
these sorts of things told 
me no Canadian sports 
franchise in history has laid 
off as many employees in 
one day as the Jays did yes¬ 
terday. 

And brace yourself 
because, sadly, other 
clubs surely will 
follow suit. 

“It’s an aw¬ 
ful feeling,” 
one of the 
Jays’ laid- 
off sales¬ 
men told 
me. “It’s 
hard to 
believe 
that 

they can 
offer 
tens of 
millions 
of dollars 
to a 
pitch¬ 
er 


like A.J. Burnett and yet get 
rid of all of us like this. Put 
all of us (laid-off employees) 
together and we wouldn’t 
even make half of what 
Burnett would get for one 
year ... It’s hard to take.” 

And, oh yes, 
the 


Jays also have cancelled 
their annual Christmas par¬ 
ty. 

• It should be a happier 
day Sunday at the Rogers 
Centre, where the NFL will 
play its first regular-season 
game on Canadian turf. 

The Buffalo Bills 
and Miami 
Dolphins 


(includ- 

“Woo Hooooo!” tagex 


Arg- 



Delflnspiron™ 
1525 Laptop 

$22 



per month for 36 months* with Aliant High-Speed 

BONUS! Free carrying case and 
colour wireless mouse. 

Low monthly payments on your Aliant bill 
Free delivery • No money down 


*See ad later in this publication 
for conditions and details. 


here, for you." 


Aliant ^ 


aliant.net 1-866-425-4268 Your nearest Aliant dealer 


Ticket to Tampa 

• Former York University 
football star Angelo Kious- 
sis has partnered with the 
NFL to give Canadian fans 
the opportunity to experi¬ 
ence the Super Bowl in Tam¬ 
pa Bay. NFL on Location pro¬ 
vides accommodations, pre¬ 
game hospitality and game 
tickets. Visit www.thetrovel- 
lerinc.com for details. 


onauts dud Ricky Williams) 
will meet, though Rogers 
Centre sources anticipate 
empty seats. 

In recent weeks, Rogers 
reduced prices for some of 
the seats for the Bills-Dol- 
phins tilt. 

• Like Calgaiy Stamped- 
ers kicker Sandro DeAnge- 
lis, Hamilton Tiger-Cats 
kicker Nick Setta has 
drawn considerable atten¬ 
tion from NFL sources. Set¬ 
ta, however, is strongly 
leaning toward re-signing 
with the Ticats for consider¬ 
ably less money than he 
could make if he cracked 
an NFL roster. 

“In all honesty, I like 
Hamilton,” Setta said. “I 
honestly want to stay.” 

Setta led the CFL in the 
past season with a punt¬ 
ing average of 47.4 yards. 


Marty York has been a groundbreaking 
sports columnist and broadcaster 
in Canada for decades. 


Canadiens barely hang on to top Thrashers 


NHL RESULTS 

Montreal 5 Atlanta 4 


vs 

nhl Robert Lang’s empty- 
net goal proved to be the 
game-winner in a wild fin¬ 
ish at Bell Centre in Montre¬ 
al last night, as the Canadi¬ 
ens blew a three-goal lead 
in the third period but even¬ 
tually barely held on to se¬ 
cure a 5-4 victory over the 
Atlanta Thrashers. 

Andrei Kostitsyn’s goal 
with 5:11 remaining in reg¬ 
ulation put the Habs back 
on top 4-3 after they al¬ 
lowed three Atlanta goals 
within 59 seconds earlier in 
the period. 

Andrei Markov, Matt 
D’Agostini and Tomas 




Plelcanec also scored for 
Montreal, which has won 
three of its last four games. 
Carey Price allowed four 
goals on 26 shots in the vic¬ 
tory. 

Ron Hainsey scored twice 
for the Thrashers, who pro¬ 
duced a stellar comeback 
with the three quick goals 
that erased a 3-0 deficit. Ja¬ 
son Williams scored with 
20 seconds remaining. 

With the score tied 3-3, 
the Canadiens grabbed a 
one-goal lead at the 14:49 
mark of the third on Kostit¬ 
syn’s fifth goal. When Lang 
deposited the disc into the 
empty net —after Atlanta 
pulled Hedberg for the ex¬ 
tra skater — with 1:15 to go, 
the crowd headed for the 
exits. However, Williams 
made things interesting by 
beating Price to make it 5-4. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Former Moosehead Alex Tanguay, left, collides with the 
Atlanta Thrashers’ Jim Slater during last night's game. 


Sports in brief 


MLB The White Sox have report¬ 
edly traded pitcher Javier 
Vazquez to the Atlanta Braves, 
who will send three players to 
Chicago, all of whom were 
undisclosed. 


NBA Houston Rockets guard 
Tracy McGrady will miss three 
weeks while rehabbing his 
sore left knee, which was surgi¬ 
cally repaired last offseason. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SCOREBOARD 


QIWJHL 


STANDINGS 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 



W 

L 

OL 

PTS 

Moncton 

21 

2 

4 

46 

Cape Breton 

19 

8 

2 

40 

Saint John 

17 

13 

2 

36 

Bathurst 

12 

14 

6 

30 

P.E.I. 

11 

15 

5 

27 

HALIFAX 

9 

19 

2 

20 


LAST NIGHT’S RESULTS 

Rimouski 5 Lewiston 2 
Gatineau 2 Rouyn-Noranda l 
TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Drummondville at Bathurst, 7 
Moncton at Cape Breton, 7 
Gatineau at Val-d'Or, 8 


NHL 


LAST NIGHT’S RESULTS 

Philadelphia 4 Tampa Bay 3 (0T) 
Florida 5 Washington 3 
Montreal 5 Atlanta 4 
Dallas at Calgary 
Los Angeles at Phoenix 


Toronto at San Jose 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Atlanta at Ottawa 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rangers 
St. Louis at Minnesota 
Anaheim at Chicago 
Dallas at Edmonton 


NBA 


LAST NIGHT'S RESULTS 

Indiana 118 L.A. Lakers 117 
Portland 104 New York 94 
Washington 108 New Jersey 88 
Detroit at San Antonio 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
L.A. Clippers at Dallas 
Toronto at Denver 
Utah at Sacramento 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Memphis at Atlanta 
Minnesota at Orlando 
New York at Cleveland 
L.A. Lakers at Philadelphia 
Portland at Washington 
Oklahoma City at Charlotte 
Indiana at Boston 


Chicago at Milwaukee 
Phoenix at New Orleans 
L.A. Clippers at Houston 
Miami at Utah 


NFL 


WEEK 14 

THURSDAY’S GAME 

Oakland at San Diego, 9:15 

SUNDAY'S GAMES 
Minnesota at Detroit, 2 
Cleveland at Tennessee, 2 
Houston at Green Bay, 2 
Atlanta at New Orleans, 2 
Jacksonville at Chicago, 2 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 2 
Cincinnati at Indianapolis, 2 
Miami vs. Buffalo (at Toronto), 5:05 
New England at Seattle, 5:05 
N.Y. Jets at San Francisco, 5:05 
Kansas City at Denver, 5:05 
Dallas at Pittsburgh, 5:15 
St. Louis at Arizona, 5:15 
Washington at Baltimore, 9:15 

MONDAY’S GAME 
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 9:30 
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Lions end eight-game losing streak 

The Halifax Lions snapped an eight-game losing streak last night at the Forum with a 7-4 win over the Dieppe Commandos in Maritime Junior A Hockey 
League play. Jonathan McArthur had a huge game for the Lions with two goals and four assists. Chad Locke added a hat trick and two helpers, metro Halifax 


Brown learning from his mistakes 

Former NCAA star knows that being selfless is the only way to succeed in basketball 



Halifax Rainman guard SirValiant Brown goes through drills during training camp at the University 
of King’s College gym yesterday. 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(§ metronews.ca 


SirValiant Brown freely 
admits that greed led to 
the gaudy point totals 
that jump off of his 
college resume. 

The former NCAA Divi¬ 
sion 1 scoring star at 
George Washington also 
doesn’t hesitate to say that 
greed ultimately cost him 
a chance at the NBA career 
he dreamed of. 

It’s a dream Brown isn’t 
letting go of, and the 26- 
year-old is hoping for a 
fresh start as he hits the 
hardwood with the Halifax 
Rainmen at training camp 
this week. 

“I was greedy, only wor¬ 
rying about myself and 
how I performed out on 
the court, and I never did 
well in a team setting,” 
Brown says. “But that was 
in my younger days.” 

The 6-foot-l guard was 
the one of the NCAA’s 
most sensational fresh¬ 
man in 1999-2000, when 
he stormed into George 
Washington and averaged 
24.6 points per game — in 
large part because he 
jacked up almost 24 shots 
per game. He almost be¬ 
came the first rookie to 


What's in a name? 

• SirValiant Brown has a he's got the Excalibur sword, 
brother named SirLancelot framed comic books and 
and a sister named Guinevere, movies.” 

Why the cool names? Brown has taken a shine to 

“My dad is all into (King it too, with a large tattoo of 
Arthur's) Knights of the Round the Excalibur sword on his up- 

Table,” says Brown, who often per right arm. 
goes by Val. “In our house, matthew wuest/metro Halifax 


lead the nation in scoring. 

His career went off the 
rails after his sophomore 
season, when he left 
school to enter the NBA 
draft. Rumours swirled 
that he’d be a top-20 selec¬ 
tion, but he didn’t get 
picked. 

Thus began an eight- 
year minor-pro odyssey 
that featured a whopping 
16 stops, including 
Greece, Uruguay, Puerto 
Rico, the Dominican Re¬ 
public, and, most recently, 
Iceland. 

Brown says his decision 
to leave college was a mis¬ 
take because he never had 
a chance to round out his 
game. 

“I take the blame,” he 
says. “I was just basing it 
on rumours that I’d be 
picked. I just said, ‘Oh, 
wow.’ You’re young. You’re 
really young. You want to 
help your friends get out 


of whatever situation 
they’re in (financially) and 
you do it.” 

Although fame and for¬ 
tune have eluded him, the 
former Atlantic 10 rookie 
of the year says “it’s been a 
good journey.” 

He sported an old 
George Washington T-shirt 
and a Jumpman headband 
as the Rainmen opened 
camp at King’s College yes¬ 
terday, and was a willing 
participant in the gru¬ 
elling technical drills of 
head coach Rick Lewis. 

It’s all part of what 
Brown calls a newfound 
commitment to team, 
which he hopes will get 
him to the NBA. 

“Why not?” he says. “Do 
the right thing, listen to 
the right people and don’t 
do it my way, the way I did 
it in the past. The sky’s the 
limit, I hope. It’s been a 
long journey. We’ll see.” 


MacMillan set to return to Moose 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuestQ metronews.ca 


qmjhl The Halifax Moose- 
heads are expected to wel¬ 
come Logan MacMillan 
back to the lineup on Fri- 
day. 

The 19-year-old forward 
has missed 14 games as 
well as the ADT Canada- 
Russia Challenge with a 
knee injury sustained in a 
collision at practice back 
on Oct. 27. 

MacMillan, who has four 


goals and four assists in 
nine games, is unlikely to 
disrupt the top line of 
Tomas Knotelc, Yuri 
Cheremetiev and Jessylco 
Bernard, assembled in his 
absence. More likely, he’ll 
stabilize the second line, 
possibly on the left wing 
with Alexis Piette at centre 
and Linden Bahm on the 
right. 

The Mooseheads, 9-19-2, 
play three games in three 
days starting on the road 
Friday against the Bathurst 
Titan. 



The Mooseheads expect 
Logan MacMillian to return to 
the team on Friday. 



The Best Halifax has to Offer 


Metro News and Kool 96.5 want YOU to 
weigh in on the city’s coolest places to eat, 
party, shop - you name it! 

Go to metronews.ca or kool965fm.ca to register 
your choice for this month’s category: 

Metro’s Koolest Hair Salon! 

One lucky player will win a prize pack valued at over $ 100 ! 


metr 


Do it daily. 

U/<s 

96.5 FM 


Saint Mary's aims 
tohostVanier Cup 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(§ metronews.ca 


cis football Saint Mary’s 
University has stepped for¬ 
ward as a potential host of 
the Vanier Cup in 2009, 
2010 and 2011. 

The school announced 
yesterday it has sent a let¬ 
ter of intent 
to Canadian 
Interuniversi¬ 
ty Sport ex¬ 
pressing its 
interest in 
hosting foot¬ 
ball’s annual 
national 
champi¬ 
onship. 

Saint 

Mary’s plans 


“We see it as an ex¬ 
citing opportunity 
for the football pro¬ 
gram and for the 
community.” 

Chuck Bridges 


to form a 
committee to explore the 
feasibility of submitting a 
proposal to the CIS in the 
new year. 

“We wanted to be sure 
the CIS knows we’re inter¬ 
ested, and now we have 
time to explore fully what 
would be required to host 
it successfully,” said Saint 
Mary’s spokesman Chuck 


Bridges. “It should not be a 
drain. We see it as an excit¬ 
ing opportunity for the 
football program and for 
the community.” 

The CIS did not initially 
receive any bids to host the 
event, but a number of 
schools, including Laval, 
have stepped up since. Last 
year’s championship was 
held at Ivor 
Wynn Stadi¬ 
um in Hamil¬ 
ton, Ont., 
drawing a 
crowd of 
13,873. 

Saint 

Mary’s will 
need to add 
more seats to 
Huskies Sta¬ 
dium, which typically fits 
about 4,000. Temporary 
seating was used for a CFL 
exhibition game in 2005 to 
squeeze in 11,148. 

“Many discussions need 
to take place, and seating 
is the obvious challenge,” 
Bridges said. “Sourcing the 
seats and having them up 
in time would be an impor¬ 
tant first step.” 


Rainmen 
lose two 
signees 

MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest@metronews.ca 



basketball The Halifax 
Rainmen had a couple of 
no-shows on yesterday’s 
opening 
day of 
training 
camp. Ja¬ 
son Mc- 
Griff, a 
6-foot- 

9 post player, and Jabulah 
Murray, a 6-foot-3 guard, 
both failed to report after 
signing contracts last 
month. 

A total of 14 players 
were on the court yester¬ 
day, with a 15th, Eric 
Croolcshanlc, scheduled to 
fly in last night. 

Among the 15,10 are 
signed. The other five are 
tryouts, including North 
Preston native and last- 
minute invite Derico Wig- 
ginton, who was a member 
of last year’s Rainmen. 


ShareYourViews 
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Seventh Heaven: BMW's m 


carguide 

Mazda6 

Bpger, bolder and built for Canada '■ \ I 


Christmas 
gifts for 
the fast and 
the furious 


Honda Fits like a glove 

Subcompact still class leader for fun 


If celebrating Christmas 
“fast” is your style, then 
Lamborghini’s range of2008 
baubles, bears, candles 
and cushions are now 
available, in the special 
matt black and white 
colours launched this 
year on its new 202 
mph Lamborghini 
Gallardo LP 560-4. 

The boxset of three 
baubles in light¬ 
weight ceramic is 
available with one 
Nero Noctis black 
and two Mono Cerus 
white in each box: 
both colours avail¬ 
able to order on 
the Gallardo LP 
5604. 

Box sets 
of one 
black, 
one 
white, 
slow- 
burning 

candles are of¬ 
fered, and the 13- 
inch Lamborghini 
shield-embroi¬ 
dered cushions in 
the two colours complete 
the collection. 

When it’s time to slow 
Christmas down, or for 
younger Lamborghini fans 
at Christmas, cuddle up to 
the Lamborghini polar bear, 
which sports a black sweater 
and the Lamborghini logo. 

Lamborghini also has a 
range of calendars and 
Christmas cards available to 
order. 


a 


Best. Present. Ever.” 


Xbox 360 Pro 




per month for 36 months* * with Aliant High-Speed 

2 BONUS GAMES! Lego® Indiana Jones" 

The Original Adventures and Kung Fu Panda " 

Low monthly payments on your Aliant bill 
Free delivery • No money down 


*See ad later in this publication 
for conditions and details. 


here, for you.™ 


aliant.net 1-866-425-4268 
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Your nearest Aliant dealer 



Make Christmas a black and 
white one with the range of 
Lamborghini items. 


Camarogoeson sale 


GM of Canada is now tak¬ 
ing orders for the 2010 Ca- 
maro Coupe. 

“Even before pricing in 
Canada has been finalized, 
Camaro enthusiasts are 
anxious to get their orders 
on the books,” said Marc 
Comeau, vice president of 
sales, service and market¬ 
ing for GM of Canada. 

“The return of the Ca¬ 
maro and the buzz it has 
created are great re¬ 
minders of the passion sur¬ 
rounding this marque and 
we’re confident the new, 
fuel-efficient 2010 Camaro 
will make enthusiasts out 
of a whole new generation 


Production 


Camaro production is 
scheduled to begin in mid- 
February 2009 at the award¬ 
winning Oshawa, Ont., car- 
assembly plant, with dealer¬ 
ship deliveries beginning 
immediately. 

of drivers as well.” 

Orders can be placed 
through a Chevrolet dealer 
who will have information 
regarding early ordering, 
vehicle packaging and spec¬ 
ifications. This information 
us also available online at 
www. camaro.gm. ca. 


When you’re a hit, life’s 
easy. And Honda’s Fit has 
definitely been a hit in 
Canada, continually 
selling out its yearly 
allotment with 
ease. Beyond just 
being a spacious 
and fuel- 
efficient hatch¬ 
back, the Fit’s 
fun-to-drive 
character is 
what keeps 
customers 
coming back 
for more. 

Less than 
three years into 
Fit’s stay in Cana¬ 
da, Honda has sig¬ 
nificantly revised it 
for 2009. 

During the Canadian 
press launch in Montreal, 
Honda executives took 
great pains to 
ensure that 
journalists 
understood 
that the com¬ 
pany was 
pitching the 
new Fit at 
young, single, 
urban, active, environmen¬ 
tally conscious customers. 
They even held the techni¬ 
cal briefing in Canadian DJ 
Max Graham’s liber-hip loft 
in historic Vieux-Montreal. 
However, when pressed on 
who actually bought the 
original Fit, much like Hon¬ 
da’s Element SUV, the spec¬ 
trum was much broader — 
and older. 

Fit version-2.0 gets the 
usual size inflation to 
make it more palatable 
for, ahem, larger passen¬ 
gers. Length and width are 
up by a huge 4,110 mm 
and 1,695 mm respective¬ 
ly to help create a more 
livable cabin and in¬ 
creased cargo capacity, 
while the wheelbase and 
track stretch 2,500 mm 



2009 Honda Fit 


Type: Subcompact 
Price: $ 14,980 - $ 19,280 
Engine: 1 - 4 , SOHC, I.5L 
HP: 117 @ 6,600 rpm 


Highlights 

• Fun to drive 

• Affordable 

• Fuel-efficient 

and 1,475 mm, making for 
a more confident ride on 
the highway. 

Honda’s styling depart¬ 
ment didn’t have to work 
that hard at updating the 
Fit’s sheetmetal. Throw a 
crease here, add a character 
line there... It’s a veiy famil¬ 
iar shape, and can easily be 
mistaken for the older ver¬ 
sion. 

The added length has 
thrown the Fit’s cute 
styling proportions a bit 
out of whack up front. 
While the new version is 
more angular and sharper 
than the egg-lilce original, 
there’s a reason why you 
won’t see many side-on 
photographs. For whatever 
reason — call it having to 
meet old Canadian bumper 
regulations, North Ameri¬ 
can “tastes”, etc. — our Fit 
gets a more prominent pro¬ 
boscis that’s none too flat¬ 
tering. European and 


Japanese-marlcet Jazz’s are 
much tidier. 

The Fit’s mechanicals stay 
veiy familiar, meaning an 
innovative floorpan that 
keeps the fuel tank under 
the front seats. Suspension 
remains MacPherson struts 
up front with a torsion- 
beam out back, but the 
geometry has been altered 
to provide better handling. 

Wheel and tire sizes go 
up in ’09 as well with base 
DX models getting 15-inch 
steelies with plastic hub¬ 
caps, while LX models get 
the same 15-inch alloys 
found on the Civic Hybrid. 
Fit Sports exclusively get 
16-inch alloy wheels. 

The 1.5-litre 16-valve SOHC 
four-cylinder now gains i- 
VTEC, which increases horse¬ 
power to 117 at 6,600 rpm. 

Transmissions remain 
five-speed units: a manual is 
standard on all trim levels, 
with the automatic options. 
However, the neat steering- 
wheel-mounted shift pad¬ 
dles packaged with the auto 
trans are gone for ’09. 

Fuel economy remains 
strong with the manual 
scoring 7.2/5.7 L/100 1cm 
city/highway. Strangely, for 
those looking for the ulti¬ 
mately frugal Honda, the 
automatic Fit actually takes 
the cake with a 7.1/5.5 L/100 
1cm rating. 

CARGUIDE STAFF 
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COMPANIES DRIVING HIGHER STANDARDS 


NISSAN 


HALIFAX • 3461 KEMPT ROAD • 902.453.2020 • DARTMOUTH • 60 BAKER DRIVE, UNIT C • 902.469.8484 


SIT A B®i 


i PR1PAID 


A visa card 

*400 


mm 

GRAD 

REBATE 


2009 

VERSA 

HATCHBACK 1.8 S 


ALL NEW NISSAN 

VERSA 1.6 SEDAN 

STARTING FROM 

$' 


12,498 


NETWORK Nissan-Renault is to 
build a nationwide electric car¬ 
recharging network in Portu¬ 
gal by 2010. Next up are 
France, Israel and Denmark. 


PULLOUT Mitsubishi, Suzuki, 
Ferrari, Land Rover, Rolls-Royce 
and Nissan/lnfiniti have bailed 
on the annual Detroit auto 

Show. METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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If you're in the market for a car but stressed about your wallet, 
there are many ways you can stretch your car-buying dollar. 

Riding the 
tough times 


Today’s tough economy 
has millions of consumers 
seeking ways to spend less 
and save more. 

If you’re in the market for 
a car but stressed about your 
wallet, here are some im¬ 
portant tips to help you 
stretch your car-buying dol¬ 
lar. Deals abound, so do 
your homework. 

Because car dealers are 
now moving inventory to 
make room for 2009 vehi¬ 
cles, pay attention to local 
dealer websites, newspa¬ 
pers and circulars for price 
cuts and special promo¬ 
tions on 2008 makes and 
models they 
must clear off ...■ 

their lots When it comes to 
if you need selecting a car, be 

car financing, fL ex ible. Research a 
be sure to . r 
check a variety variety of makes 
of lenders, and models... to 

local "cS find comparably 
union, to find equipped cars at 

rates and loan more affordable 

terms that 

work best for P^CCS. 

you. 

If you finance through 
the car dealer, check your 
credit score online and 
bring this information with 
you to the dealership to 
help determine the types of 
financing programs you 
qualify for. 

Finally, making a larger 
down payment could help 
you qualify for financing 
programs for which you 
may not have initially quali¬ 
fied, reducing your month¬ 
ly car payment expenses in 
the process. 

When it comes to select¬ 
ing a car, be flexible. Re¬ 
search a variety of makes 
and models in the same or 
similar class to find compa¬ 
rably equipped cars at 
more affordable prices. 

You may find a second, 


third or even fourth choice 
that costs less, without sac¬ 
rificing the quality and fea¬ 
tures you really want. 

The minute you drive a 
new car off the lot, it de¬ 
preciates in value, so con¬ 
sider buying a used car. 

Not only will you avoid 
hefty depreciation costs 
from the get-go, there’s a 
good chance you’ll find a 
great used car in excellent 
condition for less money 
than a new car. 

If buying a used car scares 
you, check into certified 
pre-owned vehicles (CPO), 
which have gone through 
rigorous in¬ 
spections and 
come with 
solid war¬ 
ranties for 
added peace 
of mind. 

If you’re 
trading in 
your existing 
car, research 
its trade-in 
prices and be 
honest with 
yourself and 
the dealer about its condi¬ 
tion. 

Give the car a good detail¬ 
ing and repair any minor 
damage prior to visiting the 
dealership. If you financed 
the car, know how much 
you owe on your existing 
loan. Owing more than it’s 
worth will obviously offset 
any discounts being offered 
on your new car, but on the 
other hand, those new car 
discounts might enable you 
to pay off your existing 
loan. 

Finally, don’t be afraid to 
negotiate a fair trade-in 
price, but be realistic. With 
the current state of the 
economy and recent fuel 
costs, you're likely to get a 
higher value on a compact 
versus an SUV. 
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The 2008 Audi S5 makes a 
statement from any angle, but 
most effectively from the front 
with the bold, signature grille. 


Audi A 5 /S 5 


Type: Coupe 
Price: $ 49 , 475 -$ 70,390 
Engine: V 6 -V 8 
HP: 265-354 


Highlights 


• Flowing design 

• Luxurious interior 

• 0-100 km/h in 6 seconds 

the 6. So expect the A5 to 
come in between the $49,475 
of the A4 and the $62,700 of 
the A6. It's the same for the 
S5, between the $70,390 for 
the S4 and $101,900 of the 
hubris-spitting S6. 

And with availability not 
until much before Christ¬ 
mas, it may take a while to 
get your hands on one, but 
it's well worth the wait. 


Ultimate 

coupes 


JIM ROBINSON 

for Metro Canada 


The 2008 Audi A5 and S5 
coupes are at once making 
a statement about where 
the company is heading in 
the future while making a 
direct connection to its past. 

The A5 and S5 are built 
on a new modular plat¬ 
form that sets the stage for 
the next generation A4 and 
many new models to come. 

And while it would be 
easy to say the A5/S5 fits 
between the A4 and A6, it 
isn’t really that simple. 

Coupes appeal to the 
emotions much more than 
sedans and Audi hasn’t had 
a coupe in the lineup in 10 
years since the wedge- 
shaped quattro was sweep¬ 
ing all before it in the world 
rally championship. The 
road-going versions of 
those cars are still highly 
prized. 

Coupes are also about 
image and Audis are noth¬ 
ing if not image, so the 
coupe was a gap long in 
need of filling. 

At the same time, the 
2008 A5 and S5 follow on 
the heels of the mid-en¬ 
gine, V8 R8 sportscar that 
was a breakthrough model 
for Audi in many ways. 

The design language of 
the coupes has a distinct vi¬ 
brancy about it. Like the R8, 
the coupes have almost liq¬ 
uid flowing lines with a 


1-866-425-4268 


prominent creased beltline 
wafting back from the now 
signature Audi grille. That 
line runs just below the win¬ 
dows creating taut flanks 
and allow for generous 
cutouts for the 17-inch 
wheels on the A5 and the 
19-inchers on the S5. 

With the engine set lon¬ 
gitudinally instead of 
transversely, the short 
snout but long hood with 
beveled front fenders gives 
the car a look of purpose 
when viewed from the 
front. 

While there is far 
more room inside, 
especially in the 
back seating area 
than a BMW 3-Se¬ 
ries, the upsweep 
of the beltline 
over the rear 
fenders and the 
tail (that almost 
disappears such 
is the shortness of 
the overhang) 
gives the impres¬ 
sion this car al¬ 
ready moving 
though it is 
standing 
still. 

In 

Cana¬ 
da we 
will get 
one ver¬ 
sion of the 
A5 and one of the 
S5, both with 
quattro drive and 
a six-speed, close 


© § & 


$ 4 $ 


“Booyah!” 


ONLY 


AliantTV 

$34 

Per month for 12 months* * 


here. 


for you. 


net 


BONUS! 12 Theme Packs and 
Premium Movie Packs free for your first month. 

Low monthly payments on your Aliant bill 
Free delivery • No money down 


*See ad later in this publication 
for conditions and details. 


Aliant^ 


aliant 


Your nearest Aliant dealer 


ration manual transmis¬ 
sion. We may or may not 
get the diesel, but not be¬ 
fore 2009. 

Like the A4/S4 and the 
A6/S6, the new coupes 
are primarily differen¬ 
tiated by engine. 

The A5 gets a 3.2- 
litre, DOHC V6 
with 265 hp and 
247 lb/ft of 
torque, slightly 
more than the 
current A4 with 
the same en¬ 
gine. The S5 has 
the throaty 4.2- 
litre DOHC V8 
as found in the 
S4, but this time 
with 354 hp and 
325 lb/ft of 
torque. 

The A5 scoots 
from 0-100 km/h in 
6.1 seconds while the 
S5 cuts that time by a full 
second going from 0-100 
km/h in 5.1 seconds. 

How much 
will this cost 
you ask? 

Web, Audi 
wasn't answer¬ 
ing except to 
say roughly be¬ 
tween the 4 and 


The As has a long hood, thanks 
to its longitudinally mounted 
engine for a very sporting, 
classic coupe look. 



Knowing the right way to use child restraints is crucial in protect¬ 
ing your kids. 


How to 

Thousands of Canadians die 
eveiy year in motor vehicle 
collisions because of failure 
to use or install safety 
equipment properly. Follow 
these tips from Transport 
Canada for a safer ride for 
you and your family. 

SEATBELTS 

• Buckle your seatbelt, 
making sure the latch 
clicks firmly into place. 

Adjust the lap belt so 
that it fits snugly across 
your hips and make sure 
the shoulder belt fits snug¬ 
ly across your chest and 
over your shoulder. 

• Never wear your shoul¬ 
der belt under your arm. 
In a collision, your upper 
body will pivot forward 
and your head will strike 
the vehicle interior. The 
belt will press into your 
abdomen and likely cause 
serious or even fatal in¬ 
juries to internal organs. 


buckle up the right way 


• If you’re pregnant, take 
extra care when adjusting 
your seatbelt. Sit as up¬ 
right as you can, and wear 
the lap belt under your ab¬ 
domen and as low over the 
hips as possible. 

• Bulky winter clothing or 
large body types can pose 
a particular risk. Always 
try to place the lap belt 
below the bottom edge or 
fold of a winter jacket or 
below the lowest part of 
your belly so that it sits 
closer to the lap than to 
the belly button. 

AIRBAGS 

• Airbags cushion the head 
as it moves forward or 
sideways after impact. 
However, they expand 
with explosive speed and 
open faster than the blink 
of an eye. As a result, a de¬ 
ploying airbag can cause 
injuries if you are not 
properly positioned or re¬ 


strained. 

• While most of these in¬ 
juries consist of minor 
bruises and abrasions, 
some can be serious or 
even fatal. Reduce the 
chances of injury by wear¬ 
ing a properly adjusted 
seatbelt, adjusting the ve¬ 
hicle’s front seat as far 
back as possible to give 
the airbags room to in¬ 
flate. The distance be¬ 
tween the centre of your 
chest and the steering 
wheel should be at least 
25 cm. 

• If your vehicle has 
airbags, especially side 
airbags or curtains in the 
rear, keep the space be¬ 
tween you and the airbag 
clear so that objects aren’t 
pushed towards you when 
the air bag inflates. 

CHILD RESTRAINTS 

• Children are protected by 
seats specifically designed 


for them. 

There are four stages to 
properly protect children, 
according to the child’s 
weight and height — rear¬ 
facing infant seats, forward¬ 
facing child seats, booster 
seats, and seat belts. 

• Avoid the dangers of a 
front airbag by always plac¬ 
ing children, 12 or 
younger, in the rear seat in 
properly secured child re¬ 
straints. 

• Keep kids a safe distance 
from side airbags. Chil¬ 
dren who are leaning 
against a side airbag when 
it inflates are at risk of se¬ 
rious injury. 

• Don’t let toys, blankets 
or other objects get be¬ 
tween your child and an 
airbag. 

You can find more infor¬ 
mation and downloads 
about road safety at 
www. tc.gc. ca/hookedonroad- 
safety/awareness.htm. 
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The silver lining 

Over U.S. Thanksgiving, U.S. airlines cut capacity 10 per cent from last year. But the upside seems to be that this 
prevent major snafus that see travellers stuck at airports, unable to find another flight or a hotel room. Reuters 


Travel 



Vanishing point 


Airports seem to have become black holes for business travellers' 
laptops: 12,000 laptops are lost at U.S. airports every week, and 70 
per cent of those laptops — which good Samaritans and airport 
employees return to lost-and-found departments — are never re¬ 
claimed, according to the Ponemon Institute. itbusiness.ca 
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The magical Christmas 
markets of Vienna 


CELIA PEDROSO 

Metro World News 


The elegant city of Vienna 
is well known for its fa¬ 
mous chocolate Sacher- 
torte, romantic horse- 
drawn fialcer carriages, the 
imperial buildings of Sis si 
and the Klimt painting The 
Kiss, which is now cele¬ 
brating its 100th anniver¬ 
sary. But the winter season 
brings the Advent and the 
Christmas markets that 
give a special atmosphere 
to the Austrian capital. 

Starting from Nov. 15, 
the Christmas markets are 
crowded with families 
browsing the wonderful se¬ 
lection of Christmas deco¬ 
rations, toys and hand¬ 
crafted gifts. The food 
stalls offer anything from 
traditional sausages and 
cheeses to cakes, biscuits, 


sweets and chestnuts. 

At night, the Viennese 
meet up with friends and 
family for a cup of mulled 
wine gliihwein, piping hot 
to combat the winter chill. 

This year there will be 
140 wooden booths at the 
main Christmas market in 
Vienna, in the Rathausparlc 
opposite the town hall. 
Children will love the giant 
trees, including the Heart 
Tree, embellished with red 
hearts. Shoppers will find 
handicrafts at reasonable 
prices and products such as 
homemade soaps and or¬ 
ganic chocolates. 

After shopping, cross the 
road to tiy one of the city’s 
famous cakes and coffees 
at Cafe Landtmann — a 
favourite haunt of leg¬ 
endary Viennese psycholo¬ 
gist, Freud. Until Decem¬ 
ber 24. www.christlcindl- 
marlct.at. 


You Snooze, You Lose! 


Save up to $300 on 09/10 Europe tours until Dec 31 


Select from a wide range of Contiki tours for travellers 
18-35. Now's the time to check out Europe! 


Valid on Contiki tours 8+ days in Europe 09/10 brochure. Discounts range 
from $125-300. Not combinable with other offers. New bookings only. 


Dal SUB, Lower Level 

902-494-2054 
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www.travelcuts.com 


Rock and Roll Museum a hit 



Madonna's infamous Jean-Paul Gaultier gold bustier. 


TheTravelJunkie 


Julia 

Dimon / 

SPi 

thetraveljunkie.ca 


oclc enthusiasts, 
break out your air 
guitars and head 
to NYC. Opening 
in the Big Apple 
this week, the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame Annex, will 
take visitors “beyond the 
typical museum experi¬ 
ence” to honour “the most 
defining moments in rock 
history.” 

Nestled among Soho’s 
boutiques, the Annex is a 
250,000 square foot build¬ 
ing stocked with music 
memorabilia. It’s not as 
comprehensive as her sister 
museum in Cleveland Ohio, 
but Annex does have a wide 
selection of rock relics, in¬ 
cluding: An Elvis “peacock” 
jump suit, handwritten let¬ 
ters from Paul Simon to Art 
Garfunlcel, Bruce Spring¬ 
steen’s 1957 yellow Chevy 
and John Lennon’s piano 
heard in the 1970’s hit 
Imagine. 

A visit to the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame Annex starts in 
the theatre, a gallery de¬ 


signed to look like a concert 
venue. Seated among the 
bar stools, museum-goers 
watch a toe-tapping, ten- 
minute music montage. 
Iconic stars, everyone from 
Aretha Franklin to U2, sing 
their hearts out to a crowd 
of screaming virtual fans. 
With surround sound, flash¬ 
ing stage lights and video 
projections, the theatre ex¬ 
perience makes you feel 
like part of the concert. 

In the next gallery, wire¬ 
less audio devices, an iPod- 
like box complete with 
headphones, are handed 
out. Press play and the mu¬ 
sic automatically syncs up 
with the memorabilia 


you’re looking at. 

While standing in front of 
Johnny Cash’s 1985 black 
leather boots, the audio 
guide blasts a fiery tune 
from the Man in Black. Mov¬ 
ing towards Madonna’s gold 
bustier, designed by Jean 
Paul Gaultier for her Blonde 
Ambition tour, the country 
music fades and transitions 
to the Material Girl’s hit Ex¬ 
press Yourself. 

Since the museum and 
the technology are new, 
there are still a few glitches 
to be worked out. If you 
move around the room too 
quickly, the technology 
struggles to keep up. Scram¬ 
bling songs from different 


artists, my audio guide 
played Bruce Springsteen 
when I was near the Grand¬ 
master Flash exhibit and 
faded to Elvis Priestly when 
I was near the Buddy Holly’s 
acoustic guitar. Despite 
these tiny inconveniences 
(which engineers are work¬ 
ing to fix), the technology is 
pretty impressive, giving a 
new, interactive dimension 
to traditional museum-go¬ 
ing. 

A Top 40 kind of girl, I 
was most impressed by 
Michael Jackson’s handwrit¬ 
ten lyrics to Billy Jean, the 
legendaiy hit on the Thriller 
album that sold 40 million 
worldwide. Die-hard rock 
lovers may be more in¬ 
trigued by the exhibit dedi¬ 
cated to The Clash, which 
showcases the British punk 
movement and follows its 
social impact on fashion, 
film and politics. 

No matter your musical 
taste, New York’s new Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame is sure 
to have some unique piece 
of memorabilia that will 
awaken your rebellious in¬ 
ner rock star and take it on 
a nostalgic journey. 

Visit rockannex.com for 
more information. 


Julia Dimon is co-host of Word Travels, airing 
on OLN, and editor of thetraveljunkie.ca. 



I FLIGHT CENTRE 


Airfares 

1 Sun Holidays [f 

1 Walt Disney World Holidays 

I Holidays Special Offers 

LONDON 

PUERTO PLATA 

BUY 4 NIGHTS, 

WINYOURTRIP 


$199 


New York City 

FROM $299 

Punta Cana 

FROM $335 

Chicago 

FROM $349 

Phoenix 

FROM $399 

San Francisco 

FROM $399 

Paris 

FROM $529 

Rome 

FROM $589 

Tokyo 

FROM $929 


Beijing 


1 $1099 


4-STAR 

,»$745 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. ADD Santo 
Domingo city tour from $73. 

Santa Clara 4-Star from $695 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. 

Holguin 4-Star from $795 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. 

Hawaii Island Combo from $1239 

INCLUDES airfare to Honolulu and return from 
Maui, inter-island airfare, 4 nights 3-star accom in 
famous Waikiki and 4 nights 3-star accom in Maui. 
ADD whale-watching cruise from $48. 


GET 3 

FREE 

Buy a 4-night/4-day Walt Disney World Resort 
vacation package and get 3 nights FREE including 
Theme Park Tickets. Book by December 20, 2008. 


Value Resorts 

FROM $939* 

Moderate Resorts 

FROM $1029* 

Deluxe Resorts 

FROM $1199* 

ABOVE PACKAGES INCLUDE roundtrip airfare, 
transfers, 7 nights accom. Disney Dining Plan and 

7-Day Magic Your Way Ticket with Park Hopper Option. 
Departs Jan 29/inf/wg. BONUS 3 nights free included. 

Jir 
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FOR 

FREE 

When you purchase your travel in the month of 
December with Flight Centre get an entry into a 
draw to win your trip for free 0 . 

EARN 

..$250 

For every $500 you spend in the month of December 
with Flight Centre receive a $25 voucher towards a 
future booking up to a maximum of $250**. 


I 866 485 7093 | flightcentre.ca 






Conditions apply. Ex: Halifax. Air only prices are per person for return travel unless otherwise stated. Package, cruise, rail & hotel prices are per person, based on double occupancy. Prices are subject to availability at advertising deadline and are for select departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of publication, errors and 
omissions excepted, but are subject to change. Transportation related fees, taxes and HST are excluded. *Family Holidays prices are based on quad occupancy with 2 adults and 2 children 9 & under travelling together. 0 No purchase necessary. Up to a maximum value of $3000. Valid on new bookings only. Bookings must be 
paid in full by December 31st, 1008. Contest ends December 31st, 2008. Must be age of majority to enter. Full contest rules available at www.flightcentre.ca/contest. **Special offer is valid on new bookings only that are paid in full by December 31, 2008. Voucher is redeemable towards any 1-day tour or cruise and packages 
with roundtrip airfare and a minimum of 3 nights accomodation. Please see a Flight Centre consultant for full details.f The Perfect Holiday Promise applies to bookings made at Flight Centre shops within Canada. A $100 voucher for future travel will be provided to customers who experience an unwanted deviation from their 
paid itinerary. For full details visit www.flightcentre.ca or speak to a Flight Centre consultant. 
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Essence reveals most influential 

Actor Will Smith, moviemaker Tyler Perry and singer/actress Queen Latifah have joined U.S. president elect Barack Obama on Essence magazine's coveted 
Most Influential African-Americans list. The quartet is joined by rapper Kanye West and hip-hop icons Wyclef Jean and will.i.am. imdb.com 
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Blanchettes star 

Actress Cate Blanchett is to be hon¬ 
oured with the 2,376th star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. She will 
unveil her star in front of the 
Egyptian Theatre on Friday. 

IMDB.COM 


From Broadway to Sunset Strip 


Movie adaptations of hit 
plays sometimes struggle to 
jump those cultural divides 


Frank Langella, left, plays Richard Nixon while Michael Sheen 
plays journalist David Frost in the screen adaptation of the play 
Frost/Nixon, in theatres this month. 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


William Shakespeare has 
been jokingly called the 
most prolific screenwriter 
in Hollywood. At no time 
is that perhaps more be¬ 
fitting than right now. 

With upcoming movie 
adaptations of such plays 
as Frost/Nixon and the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Doubt, it seems Hollywood 
is looking evermore to¬ 
ward the stage for the sake 
of the big-screen. 

“There’s some great 
stuff out there in theatre,” 
said filmmaker Darren 
Lynn Bousman who direct¬ 
ed Repo! The Genetic 
Opera on stage before re¬ 
cently adapting it for the 
cinema. “Even in Los Ange¬ 
les, these little black box 
theatres have incredible 
things that, in my mind, 
are better than a lot of 
movies out there.” 

Perhaps no one knows 
this better than Luke 
Brown. As associate artis¬ 
tic director of Halifax’s 


Neptune Theatre, he has 
just staged a successful 
run of Frost/Nixon and will 
be presenting Doubt in 
March. 

“When we chose the 
show, we weren’t even 
aware of the film,” said 
Brown, admitting that cin¬ 
ematic counterparts aren’t 
always advantageous from 
a marketing perspective: 
As they discovered staging 
The Producers last year. 

“The film wasn’t really 
well received and I think 
that may have hurt some 
people’s view of going to 
see it (as a play).” 

While musical-adapta¬ 
tions generally perform 
better on film, plays like 
Frost/Nixon continue to 
struggle jumping the cine¬ 
matic synapse: Mamma 
Mia! earned an estimated 
$143 million in multiplex¬ 
es, but the Tony Award¬ 
winning play-turned- 
movie History Boys only 
wrangled $2.7 million. 

Conversely, more suc¬ 
cessful has been rework¬ 
ing film for theatre. With 


Dirty Dancing, The Color 
Purple, Young Franken¬ 
stein and even Shrek be¬ 
ing adapted for the stage, 
the lights of Broadway 
could easily be mistaken 
for the billboards on Sun¬ 
set Strip. 

“If people are laying 
down $50 for something, 
they want to lay down $50 
for something they’re fa¬ 
miliar with,” said Brown 
about the trend. “Some¬ 
thing that they haven’t 
heard of, people may be a 


little more hesitant to 
throw down money on.” 

Surprisingly, as a theatre 
person, Brown isn’t insult¬ 
ed by this rejuvenated fad 
of turning films into the¬ 
atre. In fact, he only has 
one deep regret and that’s 
the stage-adaptation of 
cult zombie classic Evil 
Dead. 

“I was devastated when I 
heard it was being done 
(for the stage),” said 
Brown. “I wanted to do it 
myself.” 
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Nothing U ke 

The HOLIDAYS 

MELONIE VANESSA JAY ELIZABETH 

DIAZ FERUTO HERNANDEZ PENA 


WIN 

TICKETS 

Here's your chance to win 
tickets to see an advanced 
screening of NOTHING LIKE 
THE HOLIDAYS on Dec.ll at 
Parklane Theatre, 7:00p.m. 
To enter click on ★ WIN 
at metronews.ca! 
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They're just a typical American family. Minus the typical. 

In Theatres November lOTOlilA 


In theatres Friday, December 12,2008. 

No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to 
Nova Scotia residents of legal age. Contest closes December 3 
at midnight. Odds of winning depend on the number of entries 
received. Winners will be notified by email. 


Rowling back with new book 


books A new book by 
British author J.K. Rowling, 
her unofficial farewell to 
the adventures of boy wiz¬ 
ard Harry Potter which 
made her the world’s 
wealthiest writer, goes on 
sale on Thursday. 

Proceeds from The Tales 
of Beedle the Bard, expect¬ 
ed to become an interna¬ 
tional bestseller even 
though the seven-book Pot¬ 
ter series is over, will go to 
a charity for vulnerable 
children in Eastern Europe 
co-founded by Rowling. 

Beedle the Bard is a col¬ 
lection of five faiiy tales 
and is mentioned in the fi¬ 


nal Potter book Harry Pot¬ 
ter and the Deathly Hallows 
as having been left to the 
boy wizard’s friend 
Hermione Granger by Al- 
bus Dumbledore, headmas¬ 
ter of Hogwarts school. 

Only one of the five sto¬ 
ries — The Tale of the 
Three Brothers — was re¬ 
counted in the Potter book, 
and the volume contains 
clues that were to prove 
crucial to Potter’s final mis¬ 
sion to destroy Lord Volde- 
mort. Illustrated copies of 
Beedle the Bard made by 
Rowling fetched $4 million 
at auction a year ago. 

REUTERS 



A FRED CLAUS 

PRIZE PACK! 


© 2008 Warner Bros Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. 


COLLECT ALL 4 PICTURES FROM 
FRED CLAUS AND YOU COULD WIN! 



SL 
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metr 


Mail all 4 pictures from Fred Claus with your name, age, 
mailing address and telephone number to: 

Fred Claus Metro Contest 
1 Concorde Gate, suite 703 
Toronto, ON M3C3N6 
Buy it now on DVD and Blu-ray! 

Do it daily. 

No purchase necessary. Movie is rated G. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal 
age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes December 12,2008. Odds of winning depend on number 
of entries received. If you miss a piece and for full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 
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New Location 
1650 Bedford Row 
421-1116 
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Do it 


an 


$6 Martinis 
& Cocktails 
All Day, Everyday 
in our Bar 
d Casual area. 



Experience 

^Ireland 

Without 
The Airfare 


A hungry feelin, 
came o ’er me stealin 
and the old triangle, 
went jingle, jangle, 
all along the banks 
of the Royal Canal. 

- Brendan Behan 


Our three-room concept: The Snug, The Pourhouse and Tigh An Cheoil (house of 
music), is ideally suited to our belief in the three most important ingredients of a 
memorable occasion: food for the body, drink for the spirit and music for the soul. 

LIVE MUSIC 7 NIGHTS A WEEK - NO COVER CHARGE 

The Old Triangle Irish Alehouse 


5136 Prince St., Halifax Tel: (902) 492-4900 www.oldtriangle.com 
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5 th Annual JazzEast Gala Fundraiser 

For Music Education 

Dinner & Silent Auction • Hosted by CBC's Heidi Petracek 

Saturday December 6th, 2008 
7:00pm, The Schooner Room, Casino Nova Scotia 
featuring acclaimed gypsy jazz ensemble 

GYPSOPHILIA 
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Tickets are $125, includes multi-course dining, concert performance 
and top notch holiday silent auction. 

For Tickets: (902) 492-2225 

www.jazzeast.com 

JazzEast is a registered charity, for each ticket purchased 
a $60 charitable tax receipt will be issued. 




JazzEast would like to thank the following event sponsors and supporters: 

TD Canada Trust; TD Bank Financial Group, 1st Canadian Title, DCL Law Firms, Lyle Tilley Davidson 
Long & McQuade, CBC, Porter Airlines, The Printer, Casino Nova Scotia 



Colourful characters. Larger-than-life puppets. A fairy tale ballet. 
Symphony Nova Scotia presents Halifax Dance and Mermaid 
Theatre in The Nutcracker, a holiday treat for all ages. 
Conductors: Bernhard Gueller, Martin MacDonald 

December5,6,12,13 / 7.30pm* December 6,7,13/2pm 
Rebecca Cohn Auditorium. Special children's rates available. 

Call: 494.3820.Visit: symphonynovascotia.ca 


Sponsors: 
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SYMPHONY 
NOVA SCOTIA 
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Zoolander sequel in the works 

Ben Stiller has confirmed he is working on a sequel 
to his 2001 comedy hit Zoolander, imdb.com 


Panda earns 16 Annie nods 


DreamWorks Animation’s 
Kung Fu Panda fought off 
stiff competition to earn 
16 nominations — the 
most for a feature — for 
the International Animat¬ 
ed Film Society’s 36 th An¬ 
nual Annie Awards. 

That includes a nomina¬ 
tion for best animated fea¬ 
ture, a category in which it 
is competing with Pixar 
Animation Studios’ WALL- 
E — considered the front¬ 
runner for the Oscar — 


which earned seven nomi¬ 
nations. Panda and WALL-E 
also earned one additional 
nomination each in the 
best video-game competi¬ 
tion. 

The top category is 
rounded out by nomina¬ 
tions for Walt Disney Ani¬ 
mation Studios’ Bolt, a 3-D 
release that earned five 
nominations; Sony Pic¬ 
tures Classics’ Waltz With 
Bashir, Israel’s award-win¬ 
ning documentary, which 


took four nominations; 
and Sherman 

Pictures/Lama Films’ $9.99, 
a stop-motion title that 
earned two nominations. 

Blue Sky Studios’ Dr. 
Suess’ Horton Hear a Who, 
a Fox release, also had a 
strong showing with five 
nominations. 

All of these features are 
short-listed for this sea¬ 
son’s animated feature Os¬ 
car competition. 

REUTERS 


Swayze denies reports he is near death 


people Dirty Dancing star 
Patrick Swayze, who has 
pancreatic cancer, yester¬ 
day denied tabloid stories 
that he is near death. 

Swayze, 56, said in a 
statement he was home 
with his family for the hol¬ 
idays after finishing work 
on his new television se¬ 
ries The Beast. 

“The only thorn in my 
side (is) that many tabloids 
have been consistently re¬ 
porting lies and false infor¬ 
mation about me and 
those close to me,” Swayze 
said. 

Lately, he said, “They’re 
reporting that I’m on my 


“The only thorn in 
my side (is) that 
many tabloids have 
been consistently 
reporting lies and 
false information 
about me and those 
close to me.” 

Patrick Swyaze 

last legs and saying good¬ 
bye to my tearfhl family.” 

The National Enquirer 
has reported Swayze’s can¬ 
cer spread to his liver. The 
Globe, another tabloid, 


placed the actor’s photo on 
its cover with the headline 
Swayze Deathbed Secret! 

Tabloid reports said 
Swayze had only weeks to 
live when the actor re¬ 
vealed in March he had 
been diagnosed with pan¬ 
creatic cancer. 

“It’s a battle, and so far, 
I’ve been winning. I’m one 
of the lucky few that re¬ 
sponds well to treatment,” 
Swayze said. 

The Texas-born Swayze 
is best known for playing 
dance instructor Johnny 
Castle in the 1987 film 
Dirty Dancing. 

REUTERS 
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Lopez returning to pageant 

After a year off, Mario Lopez of Extra returns to host the Miss America 
pageant, to be televised live from Las Vegas on Jan. 24. people.com 
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Galactica movie green-lit 


Dancing her way home 


I nte lie' Vision 


GEEK CHRISTMAS CAME EARLY 

this year: It’s been sort of 
on and maybe off so many 
times now that I’ve gotten 
tired of getting hopes up, 
but according to Variety, 
the Battlestar Galactica 
prequel Caprica has been 
given the green light by 
the Sci Fi Channel. 

With the end in sight for 
Galactica — the last half of 
the fourth season begins in 
January and ends on March 
20 — Sci Fi needs some¬ 
thing to keep its basement¬ 
dwelling, WoW-playing, 
Trek convention-going, col¬ 
lectible figurine collecting 
constituency pumped up, 
though they might have to 
subsist on Galactica’s 
vapours (and a few week¬ 
end-long Babylon 5 
marathons) until then. 

“We want people to 
come to this who have nev¬ 
er heard of Battlestar 
Galactica,” Dave Howe, Sci 


Fi president, told Variety. “I 
think, because (Galactica’s) 
backdrop was space and 
spaceships, there was a 
barrier to entry for some 
viewers. 

“Caprica has none of 
that. It’s an intense family 
drama set on an Earthlilce 
planet, in the near future, 
speaking to a lot of the eth¬ 
ical dilemmas that we as a 
human race are going to 
have to face very shortly.” 

As everyone knows, 
prime among those “ethi¬ 
cal dilemmas” is whether 
to sleep with your sexy hu¬ 
manoid robot, so it’s all 
good in geekland, especial¬ 
ly since the pilot for the 
show was completed 
months ago, and will likely 
be leaked to file sharing 
sites quicker than you can 
say “Greedo shot first.” 

STONEHENGE, THE PYRAMIDS, 
ACCORDING TO JIM: YOU 

don’t have to be ancient or 
huge to be a wonder — you 
only have to last well be¬ 
yond even the most gener¬ 
ous expectations of your 
apparently invisible fans, 
at least according to TV 
critic Alan Sepinwall of the 
New Jersey Star-Ledger. 

Sepinwall was writing 


on the occasion of this 
week’s return of According 
to Jim to the airwaves for 
its eighth season, which he 
calls “an amazing feat, not 
just in the histoiy of televi¬ 
sion, but possibly in the 
histoiy of mankind itself.” 

Among the shows the 
Jim Belushi vehicle has 
outlasted on the small 
screen are The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show, Taxi, The 
Honeymooners and I Love 
Lucy. 

Since it first aired on 
ABC, According to Jim has 
buried Arrested Develop¬ 
ment, Undeclared, Andy 
Richter Controls the Uni¬ 
verse and Back to You, and 
held its own against 24, 
NCIS and American Idol, 
and if it survives another 
season, it’ll have matched 
The Cosby Show for 
longevity and produced 
more episodes than Sein¬ 
feld. 

With that thought, let’s 
pause for a moment and 
heave a deep, soul-shud¬ 
dering sob before continu¬ 
ing with our apparently 
meaningless lives. 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 



KAMIA CREELMAN 

for Metro Canada 


dance Nova Scotia’s daugh¬ 
ter has, after 36 years, 
danced her way home. No¬ 
va Bhattacharya’s latest so¬ 
lo dance show, Incanta¬ 
tions, is debuting in Hali¬ 
fax — the city of her birth 

— this week. 

Bhattacharya says she- 

feels deep ties to this 
province: After all, it’s her 
namesake. 

Her parents emigrated 
from India in the ’70s and 
named their first daughter 

— born at the Grace hospi¬ 
tal — Nova. Six years later, 
they named their second 
daughter Scotia, even 
though by that time they 
were living in Toronto. 

“My parents are coming 
to the opening,” Bhat¬ 
tacharya said. “I am so 
happy to be doing the 
show in Halifax.” 

Bhattacharya has been 
building the show for 
eight years. The choreogra¬ 
phy is a crossover between 
classical Indian technique 
and contemporary dance. 

Bhattacharya said there 
were times the innovative 
dances forced her to “re¬ 
wire her brain.” 



If you go 


ence member asked why 
the first part of the dance 
made her sad and the sec¬ 
ond made her happy. 

The choreographer an¬ 
swered, “It’s like looking 
at a sunset. One day it 
makes you happy. One day 
it makes you sad. There’s 
no right way to look at it. 

“I like that,” Bhat¬ 
tacharya said. 


• For more information 
about Nova Bhattacharya's 
performances, visit liveart- 
productions.ca. 


“People who don’t know 
Indian dance find it a de¬ 
tailed, stylized narrative ... 
and people who know In¬ 
dian dance recognize 
elements from classi¬ 
cal Indian technique 
but see it in a differ¬ 
ent context, traveling 
in a different direc¬ 
tion.” 

Bhattacharya hopes 
people will stay for a talk 
she will give vafter Fri¬ 
day’s premier. 

Often, “the general 
public has the most 
touching and as¬ 
tute things to say 
after a perform¬ 
ance,” she said, 

I saw a show 
in Montreal 
once, Bhat 
tacharya said 
where an audi- 

Nova Scotia-born dancer Nova 
Bhattacharya performs in Hali¬ 
fax this week. 


Farrelly, Wessler 
plan new comedy 

movies Comedy veterans 
Peter Farrelly and Charles 
Wessler are producing a 
feature that compiles 
shorts by a who’s who of 
comedy creators. 

Farrelly and Wessler — 
who collaborated on such 
’90s comedy hits as Dumb 
& Dumber and There’s 
Something About Mary — 
have partnered with Lib¬ 
erty Media’s Overture 
Films studio on the unti¬ 
tled project. The sketch 
comedy film will encom¬ 
pass as many as 24 shorts. 

The producers 
confirmed that they were 
in talks with veteran 
directors — including 
Brett Ratner, Todd Phillips 
and Mike Judge — to 
direct and/or write 
various segments of the 
project. 

REUTERS 



See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 
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(cpitics’corner— 

Sophie 

It’s little Robbie’s first birthday, 
and everyone’s there to cele¬ 
brate, including his father, Andre 
(Lyriq Bent), in this new episode. 
And since he’s only 1 year old, 
it probably doesn’t register on 
him that someone is stealing the 
spotlight. See, Rick (Sebastian 
Spence) is there with his new 
client, who turns out to be the hit 
of the party. Natalie Brown also 
stars in “Bursting Balloons.” 8:30 
PM on CBC 



Christmas in 
Rockefeller Center 

If you live in the Big Apple, it’s 
not really Christmastime until 
they light that big tree. If you 
don’t, television’s coverage of the 
event is still a nice way to jump- 
start your holiday spirit with live 
music and pretty holiday images. 
It’s the sort of special you can 
have on while doing something 
else — like wrapping presents or 
addressing cards. Enjoy! 9 PM 
on NBC 

The Grammy Nominations 
Concert Live: Countdown to 
Music’s Biggest Night 

This new special celebrates 
the Grammys and the opening 
of the Grammy Museum with 
announcements of this year’s 
nominees and performances by 
some hot stars. Celine Dion, Foo 
Fighters, B.B. King, John Mayer 
and Taylor Swift are scheduled 
to appear. 10:01 PM on CBS 
CIHF 
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Celebrity Buzz 



Scrubs gets a new chief 

Scrubs gets a new network and a new chief of medicine — Courteney Cox Arquette. The NBC comedy is now on ABC, with Cox 
Arquette appearing in the Season 8 premiere on Jan. 6 as Dr. Maddox in the first of three episodes, people.com 


Gossip set spawns 
another romance? 



rumours There’s a new 
couple on the set of Gossip 
Girl — Ed Westwiclc and 
Jessica Szohr are reported¬ 
ly dating, imdb.com re¬ 
ports. 

Westwiclc was ru¬ 
moured to be in¬ 
volved with actress 
Drew Barrymore, 
but he has now sent 
gossips into a spin by 
apparently step¬ 
ping out with 
co-star Szohr. 

The couple 
was spotted 
canoodling at 
an airport in 
Dallas, Tex., 
as they wait¬ 
ed to catch a 


boarded the plane and, ac¬ 
cording to the source, 
“they were kissing in the 
aisles, but once they sat, 
she read her script and he 
drank a Heinelcen.” 

A representative for 
both stars said, “We do 
not discuss our clients’ 
personal life.” 

It wouldn’t be the first 
time romance had blos¬ 
somed on the set of 
the hit teen drama: 
Blake Lively and 
Penn Badgley are 
dating after meet¬ 
ing each other 
through the 
show. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


flight to New York on Sun- 
day. 

“They were trying to be 
discreet by stealing kisses 

npar thp o^tp ” 


Madonna, A-Rod house-hunting? 



hard to come 
by,” the source 
added. An- A 
other 


people Madonna and Alex 
Rodriguez are quietly 
shopping for love nests on 
the Upper East Side and on 
the East End, sources told 
Page Six. 

“Madonna 
personally 
came to 4| 


look at 
one 
house 
a cou¬ 
ple of 
months 
ago, and 
Alex has 
been look¬ 
ing recent¬ 
ly,” an in¬ 
sider 
said. 

“We’re 
talking 
about 
private, 


double-width mansions in 
the vicinity of $30 million 
to $60 million US.” 

The pop star and base¬ 
ball player are also in¬ 
terested in scoring a 
Sx house “with a garage 
that you can drive 
VRl into for addition- 
P E a i privacy — al¬ 
though those 
are rare and 
hard to 


source said they were also 
looking in the Hamptons, 
N.Y. 

Madonna’s rep did¬ 
n't return a call or 
e-mail, but Ro¬ 
driguez’s reps de¬ 
nied the two 
were looking for 
real estate. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 






Lindsay, Sam still together 



rumours Lindsay Lohan 
has taken to her online 
blog to slam reports she is 
to split from girlfriend 
Samantha Ronson, 

imdb.com reports. 

The pair, who have been 
dating since earlier this 
year, have been dogged 
with rumours of a 
breakup following a 
spate of argue- 
ments. 

The couple was 
recently spotted 
arguing in 
New York, 
and Britain’s 
the Sun 
newspaper 
reported 
last month 
they had 


spat outside a London 
nightclub, with Lohan left 
“in tears” after the inci¬ 
dent. 

But the actress is sick of 
the rumours, and is 
adamant she and Ronson 
are still together. 

She wrote a post on 
her MySpace blog, ‘Ru¬ 
mours... Just to clear 
this up... Because I 
have been getting a 
lot of e-mails asking 
me this one question. 
Samantha Ronson 
and Lindsay Lohan 
(me) are not break¬ 
ing up.” 

She ended the 
post with a smiley 
f ace. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Brangelina can’t cook 



people Actor Brad Pitt is 
ashamed of his poor cook¬ 
ery skills but insists his 
partner Angelina Jolie 
is no better, announc¬ 
ing the best meal she 
has prepared for him 
is “cereal,” imdb.com 
reports. 

The couple has six 
children to¬ 
gether, but 
Pitt admits 
that 
ther 


nei- 


them are able to conjure 
up a meal for their family 
because they just 
can’t cook. 

“I can rock a Sun¬ 
day BBQbut that’s as 
far as my culinary 
talents go,” Pitt says. 
When asked what 
Jolie’s signature dish 
would be, Pitt 
replied, “Cere- 


METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Dunst gets restraining order 



people Actress Kirsten 
Dunst has been 
granted a re¬ 
straining order 
against an in¬ 
truder who was 
found on her es¬ 
tate last month, 
imdb.com reports. 

Dunst wasn’t a 
home when the 
alleged tres¬ 
passer, 

Christopher 


Smith, was apprehended 
and escorted off the prop¬ 
erty. Dunst maintains 
Smith has trespassed on 
her land before. 

“I fear not only for my 
own personal safety, but 
also for the safety and 
well being of my house¬ 
mate and assistant,” 
Dunst states in 
court docu¬ 
ments. METRO 
NEWSSERVICES 


Fame made me 
stronger: Kate 


people Kate Bosworth 
struggled to handle her 
“brutal” Hollywood 
success as a youngster but 
is adamant the experience 
helped her to become a 
better person, imdb.com 
reports. 

The actress landed her 
first big role at the age of 
13 when she starred along¬ 
side Scarlett Johansson in 
1998 film The Horse Whis¬ 
perer. She says she 
believes her experience of 
fame as a child helped to 
make her “stronger.” 

“The obsession with the 
young Hollywood group 
happened when I was 
young and in Hollywood. 

It sort of coincided all at 
the same time,” Bosworth 
says. “At the time, when 
you’re being dissected and 
judged it’s pretty brutal, 
but in hindsight 
t’s great and — 
Lit sounds 
Lcliched — you 
do come out 
hi the other 
side better 
and 

stronger.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



Gossip Girl star 
expecting No. 2 

family Gossip Girl star Kel¬ 
ly Rutherford is expecting 
her second child, 
imdb.com reports. The 40- 
year-old and her entrepre¬ 
neur husband, Daniel 
Giersch, are due to 
welcome the new baby in 
June, a rep confirmed. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 


Take Five 



Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


1 Funny folks 

game 

measure 

5 Every iota 

25 With 34- 

41 Gandhi wrap¬ 

8 State 

Across, kind of 

per? 

12 Birthright 

number a ZIP 

43 Tomorrow, in 

barterer 

code generally is 

Tijuana 

13 Pod denizen 

28 Morays 

46 Join together 

14 

30 Guitar’s kin 

50 Ear-related 

Unembellished 

33 Raw rock 

51 Spine compo¬ 

15 Word-for-word 

34 See 25-Across 

nent 

17 Met melody 

35 Afternoon af¬ 

54 Make fun of 

18 Third rock 

fair 

55 Have bills 

from the Sun 

36 Apiece 

56 Encounter 

19 Applied the 

37 Muhammad 

57 Hot tubs 

first coat 

and Laila 

58 Take a spouse 

21 Stromboli 

38 Burn around 

59 Big hatchets 

spillage 

the edges 


24 Popular card 

39 Resistance 



Crossword down I 

1 “— Only Just 

16 “Eureka!” 

ing word 

Begun” 

20 Oxidationout- 

38 Hollywood in¬ 

2 Cruising 

come 

dustry 

3 “Young 

22 Bridal conceal¬ 

40 Cabbies 

Frankenstein” ac¬ 

er 

42 Trench 

tress Teri 

23 Sponsorship 

43 Some parents 

4 Hardly blunt 

25 Dandy 

44 On 

5 Suitable 

26 Rage 

45 Acknowledge 

6 Floral garland 

27 Brunette in 

47 Mountain goat 

7 Aladdin’s prop 

the “Archie” 

48 Genealogy 

8 Forcefully 

comics 

chart 

9 Martini ingredi¬ 

29 Bart’s sister 

49 Diner sign 

ent 

31 Mauna — 

52 Ram’s mate 

10 A Great Lake 

32 Hearing organ 

53 Roulette bet 

11 Peruse 

34 Rhett’s shock- 



PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25+ min.Keep practising 



Mustard-Tarragon 
Chicken Saute 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 teaspoons olive oil 

4 skinless, boneless chicken 
breast halves (about 11/2 
lbs/750 g), pounded to 1/2- 
inch thickness 

2 tablespoons flour 

5 scallions, cut into l-in. ( 2 . 5 - 
cm) lengths 

3/4 cup chicken broth 
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar 
4 teaspoons Dijon mustard 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh 
tarragon or 1 tsp (5 mL) dried 
1 small tomato, seeded and 
diced 

1/4 cup diced gherkin pickle 

METHOD: 

1. In large nonstick skillet, 
heat oil over medium heat. 
Dredge chicken in flour, 
shaking off excess. Add 
chicken to pan and saute 
four minutes per side or un¬ 


til golden brown. With slot¬ 
ted spoon, transfer chicken 
to plate. 

2. Add scallions to pan and 
cook one minute. Add broth 
and vinegar and bring to a 
boil. Stir in mustard and tar¬ 
ragon, and return to a boil. 
Stir in tomato and pickle. 
Return chicken to pan, 
reduce to simmer, cover, 
and cook five minutes or un¬ 
til chicken is cooked through 
and sauce is richly flavoured. 
Serve chicken with sauce 
spooned on top. 

SERVES 4 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

Don’t insist on deadlines being 
met. A viable concept will be 
seen to work. You’ll be severe if 
you’re asked tough questions. 



TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


A friend refuses to take part in 
any risk-taking. Someone 
needs your help. A phone call 
creates momentary forgetful¬ 
ness. 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 



A man’s attempt to expose cor¬ 
ruption is irritating. Certain 
plans are best kept secret for a 
short time. A carefree person 
brings good news. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 



Eliminate misery from your vo¬ 
cabulary. Trivial pleasures can 
cause social snobbery to arise. 
Don’t jump to conclusions. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 


You’ll find treats in the least 
likely place. Everything will 
work out if you’re patient. A 
woman will make a dreadful 
error. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


Do some walking to find what 
you really want. Face up to 
your motivation to change 
your life. Tie up any loose ends. 


© 


LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

You’ll want to retreat from the 
world. You may have lost the 
ability to focus on conversa¬ 
tions. Your feelings will im¬ 
prove by tomorrow. 


SCORPIO 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Mixed fortunes will prevail. 
Your values are called into 
question. Fear of the unknown 
causes everything to bog down. 


SAGITTARIUS iOv 

NOV 23-DEC 21 VC/ 

Invite your friends and family 
to visit. Give in to the merri- 
ness of a great moment. Noth¬ 
ing lasts forever. 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

Someone is trying to pull a fast 
one. An anxious friend laughs 
too hard. Domestic difficulties 
will be remarkably advanta¬ 
geous. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Be courageous and give some¬ 
thing a try. It’s your turn to be a 
hero. An old flame is living on a 
lonely street. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Emotions will be on public dis¬ 
play. It’s not a good day to 
spend lazing around. Careless¬ 
ness will have someone all 
worked up. 


TELL METRO READERS 

WHAT YOU THINK 

Whether you agree or disagree about anything 
you've read in Metro, we want to know. 

Send us your views and pick up Metro daily 
to find out what other Metro readers are saying. 

Email your letters to 

hallfaxletters@metronews.ca 


metr© 

Do it daily. 


This day in history 

DEC. 3,1970: In Montreal, kidnapped British trade commissioner 
James Cross is released by the Front de Liberation du Quebec ter¬ 
rorist group after being held hostage for 60 days. Police negotiate 
his release and in return the Canadian government grants five ter¬ 
rorists from the FLO’S Chenier Cell safe passage to Cuba. 

DEC. 3,1976: An assassination attempt is made on Bob Marley. He 
is shot twice but plays a concert two days later. 

DEC. 3,1997: In Ottawa, representatives from 121 countries sign a 
treaty prohibiting manufacture and deployment of anti-personnel 
landmines. The United States, People’s Republic of China, and Rus- 
sia do not sign the treaty, however. metro news services 


Join Metro’s 1.1 million daily readers. 
Read Metro and metronews.ca daily! 


metr®news.ca 

Do it daily. 

SOURCE: NADbank Fall 2007/Spring 2008 Survey, read yesterday; 

BASE: Montreal, Ottawa-Gatineau, Toronto, Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver; CMA18+ 












































































































































































































































3 easy ways to order: 


aliant.net 1-866-425-4268 Your nearest Aliant dealer 


Aliant^ 


here, for you." 


aliant.net 


Only Aliant makes the pleasure of giving so easy. 

Free delivery • No money down • Low monthly payments on your Aliant bill 


"Certain conditions apply. Aliant products are available only where technology and availability permit. All offers are available for a limited time and subject to change without notice. May be subject to credit check. All prices are exclusive of taxes. 30 days advance notice is required to terminate select services. For 
more details visit www.aliant.net to see our Terms and Conditions. ™here. for you. is a trademark of Bell Aliant. All other trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their registered holders. HIGH-SPEED: Offer available to new residential High-Speed customers who agree to a 12 month contract. 
Regular monthly rate for High-Speed is $47.95 (subject to change). Installation fees may apply. DELL & APPLE, & XBOX: Offer available to Aliant Internet residential customers who agree to a 36-month contract. No substitutions of equipment are available. Does not include applicable government Environmental 
Handling Fees. Aliant reserves the right to change the terms of offer, including without limitation, equipment specifications, at any time without notice. ALIANT TV: Only available to new Aliant TV customers with an Aliant High-Speed Value Package. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Programming subject to 
change without notice. Customers in apartment buildings may require written permission from their landlords. Requires a DSL capable line. Regular monthly rate for Aliant TV is $39.95 (subject to change). 

















